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L U X U R Y  T R A V E L :  A  C O N T R A D I C T I O N

We travel because, as humans, we have an innate desire to push the boundaries of 
culture, identity and place but we do so in ways that often feel contradictory.  

We want to explore and collect extraordinary experiences while revelling in the 
comfort of nostalgia. We want to travel seamlessly from one place to another while 

also finding joy in the unknown.  We want to escape, but also to connect with people 
and places.  We want to be part of something bigger but also experience something 
personal and bespoke. Today one of the most important paradoxes is the desire to 

indulge whilst also using less energy and creating less waste.   

Here we outline some of the ways that we as a travel company help our clients to 
fulfil these desires. 



HOW TO TRAVEL BETTER



Travel to the final frontier and understand, with the help of climate change experts, the real damage we our doing to our planet
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Positive Impact 

We believe that travel can be used as a force for good to help 
better the planet as well as ourselves. For travel to have a 
positive impact you don’t necessarily need to be doing 
something revolutionary, it can be as simple as educating 
yourself about your new environment and bringing those 
lessons home with you into your everyday life.  

There is always more to learn, about ourselves and the world. 
We are all searching for self actualisation, meaningful 
connections and a sense of contentment in our lives and travel 
can help us achieve this.  

We believe in showing our clients the real narratives of a place 
not a sanitised version - this is not to be confused with 
controversial slum tourism, but about people wanting to 
engage with the truth of a location as part of educating 
themselves about the world we live in.  

Recently some of our clients returned from Antarctica where 
they spent a week exploring in the company of polar and 
climate change experts. By observing first hand the damage 
that has been done to one of the most fragile and important 
ecosystems on our planet they have returned home with a 
new sense of awareness and responsibility. These clients are 
now strong advocates for environmental reform and, with our 
support, have since launched a campaign to protect our polar 
regions.



Join the Samburu for a 7 night walking safari through Kenya’s remote north 
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Up to 80% of the travel industry’s CO2 emissions are 
generated by the journey alone. With todays travel there is 
often a tendency to try and ‘fit everything in’ which leads to a 
lot of time spent in airports. While travellers can return home 
having ticked off all the major sights we find that this whistle 
stop style of touring leads to a less rewarding experience and 
is significantly more damaging to the environment.  

This is why we are strong advocates of slow travel. We believe 
in taking the slow scenic route, using sustainable methods of 
transport to explore a region over a longer period of time. Not 
only is this a more environmentally friendly way of travelling 
but we feel it enables you to really get to know the region you 
are visiting while allowing space for chance, serendipitous 
encounters and new discoveries. 

We encourage our clients to replace short haul flights with 
train, boat or electric car journeys and have been designing 
self propelled experiences where the journey itself is the 
destination. One of our favourites is a 7 night walking safari 
through Kenya’s remote northern territories where guests 
travel with the nomadic Samburu people through their rugged 
homeland. Days are spent walking between 8-20km through a 
huge, untouched wilderness with camels carrying a mobile 
camp so as to allow guests to sleep in comfort. All proceeds 
go to Milgis Trust who help support these nomadic peoples.

Slow Travel 



Take on the world’s largest sand desert by electric fat bike 
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New Luxury 

While the concept of luxury, as defined by ostentatious 
displays of wealth, or endless gathering of possessions may 
seems at odds with this dual desire for self betterment, and a 
sense of responsibility to the planet, we at JORO define luxury 
slightly differently. We believe luxury is intangible and unique 
to each individual. Instead of gold plated bathroom fittings 
and crystal chandeliers we think beyond the superficial to the 
feelings those objects create. In its essence people want to be 
amazed by things, so we endeavour to find creative ways of 
instilling those feelings of surprise and joy. 

We are increasingly finding that our clients are moving away 
from unsustainable trips, where guests spend weeks cruising 
on super yachts or private jetting around the world, to one-off 
exclusive adventures. We prioritise out of the ordinary pursuits 
and ensure that travellers have a great story to tell on their 
return. We want to push the boundaries of travel and take our 
clients to places and design experiences that no one has done 
before. This could be a fully sustainable expedition to cross 
the ‘Empty Quarter’ by electric bike, a mission to salvage  
century old wine from a wreck off the Cornish coast or a ski 
touring trip through the Afghan mountains. It is in these truly 
unique and sustainable experiences where we have come to 
define new luxury.



Spend 4 weeks with the AMREF flying doctors in Africa 
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Taking time out to do good for other people or the planet, is a 
noble goal and often a more rewarding experience than the 
‘fly and flop’ style of travel. While volunteering trips have been 
around for a while, many of them haven’t always been ethical 
experiences. We work with a number of established charity 
and community groups to design volunteer schemes that are 
rewarding and really make a difference. 

We also try to work with our clients to design smart volunteer 
programs that make use of that persons particular set of skills. 
One example could be a client with medical training spending 
4 weeks with the AMREF flying doctors team based in Kenya 
who provide critical emergency medical care to remote 
regions of East Africa. Alternatively we can connect 
accountants, marketers or operations managers with small 
business owners in emerging market nations where they can 
use their skills and share their experience to help the business 
grow. For those less technical but equally motivated clients 
with an interest in food or gardening we could connect them 
with a charitable urban farm in Colombia’s sea side town of 
Cartagena. Here they can educate communities about healthy 
eating, cooking, and gardening as well as helping to design, 
plant and maintain community gardens around the city. 

Smart Volunteering 



WHERE TO STAY
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Fogo Island Inn 

The following are a selection of some of our 
favourite sustainable hotels, lodges and yachts 
that minimise waste, are energy efficient and 
support the local communities and charities, 
while still offering a world class guest experience. 

Fogo Island Inn, located off the northern coast of 
Newfoundland, has developed a principle they call “economic 
nutrition” where the inn’s onsite store features transparent 
price tags on every piece of stock, that break down the 
production process and where the money goes. The lodge 
itself belongs to the local people it is a social business that 
funnels all surplus profits back into Fogo Island. The inn exists 
in symbiosis with the local community, employing its people, 
celebrating its traditions, and offering guests an honest, 
authentic experience with an outport culture that remains little 
changed over the centuries. The result has been a wonderful 
renaissance of traditional woodworking, weaving, quilting, and 
other crafts, and the once-threatened community now thrives 
precisely by embracing the customs that define them.

Spirit Bear Lodge, in Canada’s Great Bear Rainforest, is 
owned by a first nation group and offers an exceptional non 
invasive wildlife viewing experience. The lodge supports local 
conservation organisations and community based stewardship 
efforts such as the Ancient Forest Alliance, Hakai Institute and 
Spirit Bear Research. By visiting Spirit Bear Lodge you are 
supporting an Indigenous owned environmentally responsible 
business that is leading conservation efforts in the GBR and 
supporting the community of Klemtu. 

Track spirit bears with first nation guides in the ancient Great Bear Rainforest



We Ale is the first luxury eco-resort in Myanmar’s untouched 
Myeik Archipelago. It prides it self in having minimal 
environmental impact with not a single tree being removed 
during its construction. Wa Ale also created the Lampi 
Foundation to help fund social welfare and conservation 
projects in and around the Lampi Marine National Park. The 
foundation is funded through the efforts of Wa Ale (20% of net 
profits and 2% of room revenues are donated to the Lampi 
Foundation) while working with other NGO partners, 
including: The Wild Life Conversation Society, Instituto OIKOS 
and Global Medical Volunteers. One of Lampi Foundation’s 
most significant projects in 2016 was the development of 
turtle hatchery in the Lampi Marine National Park to help 
provide a safe environment for the Green, Hawksbill and 
Leatherback Turtles that nest on the island of Wa Ale. 

QO Hotel Amsterdam housed in a purpose-built 21-storey 
‘living building’. The hotel has also adopted an internal grey 
water system and, has an aquaponic rooftop greenhouse, 
which serves the restaurant below with over 70 varieties of 
herbs, vegetables, edible flowers and fish. 

Happy House is where Sir Edmund Hillary used to stay when 
he visited the Nepalese Himalayas and it is now run by the 
Sherpa family who built it. It is a place steeped in history that 
affects all who stay there on a spiritual level. This is less to do 
with the daily yoga, the singing bowls or the in house 
craniosacral therapist and more to do with the strong sense of 
place you feel when staying here. This house is owned by and 
in turn supports the local community - for each booking of 
four guests, a local family of five receives medical insurance 
for a year at Phaplu Hospital.  

Experience true eco luxury at in Myanmar’s Myeik Archipelago   

Happy House is a place of peace with a rich backstory you cant help but feel The QO Hotel is a pioneer of urban sustainable tourism 
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Built on platforms Sal Salis minimises its environmental impact

Ol Jogi is one of the most remarkable private wildlife 
conservancies in Africa. The 270 km sq conservancy is home 
to nearly 20% of the world’s remaining Grevy’s Zebras, 450 of 
the world’s last remaining Reticulated Giraffe and is safe haven 
for many more of Kenya’s endangered species. The eclectic 
private home commits 100% of the profits from their tourism 
ventures back into the conservancy which has helped fund an 
impressive new Wildlife Rescue Centre and a state of the art 
Veterinary Clinic servicing the whole of the Laikipia region. 
The conservancy also operates as a working cattle ranch 
providing employment and supporting the families of over 
300 employees with housing, health, education and 
entertainment.  

Sal Salis is an exclusive beach safari camp nestled in the 
dunes of the Cape Range National Park near Exmouth in 
Western Australia. The camp is a model of ecotourism - the 
raised structures ensure minimal environmental impact. Each 
tent is allocated 20 litres of water, per person, per day to 
protect the delicate water table, with composting toilets, 
naturally produced soaps, chemical free linens and 100% solar 
generated power just some of the other measures the camp 
undertakes to take care for this fragile ecosystem. 

HMS Gassten is a former naval warship that has been 
repurposed to cruise Norway’s western fjords. All timber used 
in its extensive 2018 refit was ethically and sustainably sourced 
while the vessel itself is powered using the most fuel efficient 
generator on the market. The crew cut down on engine hours 
to protect the fjords and use locally and sustainably sourced 
ingredients in their gourmet meals. 1% of its turnover is also 
donated to global eco funds and charities.  

The Ol Jogi is one of Africa’s most dedicated conservation areas 

Explore the fjords aboard HMS Gassten 
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Odzala Discovery Camps, built and run by the Congo 
Conservation Company (CCC), these three camps (Ngaga, 
Lango and Mboko) aim to secure the future of the Congo 
Basin and all its inhabitants through community outreach, 
research and tourism. Profits from these three low impact 
camps are used to support gorilla research groups while local 
communities have benefited from job creation and 
investment. The CCC in collaboration with the government 
and key environmental organisations have been pioneering 
other crucial conservation efforts within Odzala National Park 
including pangolin research, wildlife rehabilitation, the 
reduction of poaching for the bushmeat trade, as well as 
socio-economic development within the region. 

Misool was founded by Andrew and Marit Miners in 2005 on 
the site of a former shark finning camp. Now it is a private 
island hideaway located in the archipelago of Raja Ampat in 
Indonesia, offering access to some of the most pristine 
underwater ecosystems in the world. Andrew and Marit have  
also established the Misool Foundation who’s mission it is to 
safeguard the most biodiverse reefs on Earth through the 
empowerment of local communities. One of their most 
successful projects was the creation of a 300,000 acre marine 
reserve and the Misool Ranger Program where former shark 
finners are employed as patrol rangers. As a result there are 
now 25 times more sharks in the waters surrounding Misool 
and a much healthier marine biosphere.

See for yourself the incredible work carried out by the Misool Foundation Odzala Camps have been crucial to the protection of the Congo Basin 



Soneva Fushi is one of the top luxury resorts in the Maldives 
and is widely regarded as a leader in the world of sustainable 
hospitality. Inspired by the deep-seated conviction that luxury 
shouldn’t be about gold and marble, Soneva instead proves 
that opulence can be found in the natural with the 65 thatched 
villas constructed entirely from recycled and environmentally-
friendly materials such as bamboo, coconut and wood.  

Soneva has a target of zero waste and already recycles 90% of 
its solid waste, with glass, food waste, jungle trimmings and 
polystyrene all processed onsite. Waste glass is actually 
crushed and re-blown onsite (in a professional, dedicated 
glass-blowing studio) into decorations for the resort or 
household items that are donated to charity. The Soneva 
Foundation also funds hundreds of eco projects around the 
world from building wind turbines in India, planting trees in 
Northern Thailand, funding fuel-efficient cooking stoves in 
Myanmar, and supplying safe drinking water to thousands 
around the world. 
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One of the sustainably built overwater villas at Soneva Fushi 



WHAT WE DO 
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J O R O  E X P E R I E N C E S

Besides working to create sustainable travel experiences for our clients there are a number of other things we do as 
a company to ensure we meet our social and environmental responsibility to the planet and each other. 

We always work with local guides and locally owned boutique hotels and lodges that strive 
to help their surrounding communities, environments and the planet as a whole.  

Every trip booked through us is fully carbon calculated and effectively offset through gold 
standard hand picked offset schemes. We also produce a carbon certificate for our guests showing them how much 

carbon their holiday is producing and exactly what carbon removal, community projects and renewable energy 
schemes they are supporting. 

 We are working towards our B Corp Certification. Once gained we will join a global community of over 
3,000 companies who aim to use their businesses as force for good through carful examination of their workers, 

customers, suppliers, community, and the environment.

We are a founding member of the Conscious Travel Foundation, a group of travel industry 
professionals who aim to promote and encourage the positive impact of the travel industry on the environment and 

inspire a more meaningful, intentional way of exploring the world.
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