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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

Best wishes, 
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With a tapestry of landscapes, excellent wildlife watching and 
welcoming locals, Uganda packs a lot into one small country. 
This adventure starts in the swamps surrounding Entebbe and 
sees you travel by car down into the impenetrable forest of 
Bwindi where some of the world’s last mountain gorillas have 
found refuge. You will then across into Rwanda briefly before 
flying across into Tanzania.  

Tanzania is the ultimate safari destination in Africa. Here, 
wildebeest stampede across the plains, hippos jostle for space 
in muddy waterways, elephants wander along seasonal 
migration routes and chimpanzees swing through the 
treetops. After witnessing the heart pumping action of the 
Migration on the plains of Serengeti, journey south to track 
chimpanzees on the forested shores of Lake Tanganyika 
before heading for home. 

Trip Overview 
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Itinerary Overview 

Day Location Hotel Link Notes 

1 Home Depart for Uganda  

1 - 3 Entebbe Hotel No. 5 

3 - 4 Lake Mburo NP Mihingo Lodge 

4 - 6 Bwindi NP North 
Sancutuary Gorilla Forest 
Camp

6 - 8 Bwindi NP South  
Clouds Mountain Gorilla 
Lodge 

8 - 9 Kigali Villa Kigali 

9 - 13 Serengeti NP Lamai Serengeti 

13 - 16 Mahale Mountains NP Greystoke Mahale

16 Kilimanjaro  Return flight home

Flight 

1

7

6

5

2

4

Drive  

3

https://www.hotelnumber5.com/
https://mihingo-lodge.com/
https://www.sanctuaryretreats.com/uganda-camps-gorilla-forest
https://www.andbeyond.com/places-to-stay/africa/uganda/bwindi-impenetrable-forest/clouds-mountain-gorilla-lodge/
https://www.nomad-tanzania.com/camps/northern-tanzania/serengeti-national-park/lamai-serengeti
https://www.nomad-tanzania.com/camps/western-tanzania/mahale-national-park/greystoke-mahale


ENTEBBE 

HOME 
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Day 1: Arrival  

On arrival at Entebbe International Airport you will be met off 
the plane and fast-tracked through customs and immigration.  
Meet your driver in the arrivals hall and transfer to your hotel, 
Hotel No. 5 (6 mins).  

Nestled in the leafy suburbs of Entebbe, Hotel No.5 is a stylish 
boutique hotel with luxurious rooms set around a lush garden 
and a swimming pool. The on site restaurant is one of the best 
in the city and the spa offers a range of treatments. 

Accommodation: Hotel No. 5, Luxury Room                                                                                              Spacious rooms featuring balconies Take a cooling dip in the pool

Set in a leafy suburb of Entebbe The perfect way to start your safari 
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Day 2: Mabamba Swamps 

After an early breakfast meet your guide and head to the port 
where you will board your boat for the transfer to Mabamba 
Swamps.  

Mabamba Swamp is one of the most convenient places in 
Uganda to spot the highly sought-after shoebill in its natural 
habitat. These appealingly grotesque birds look like they've 
crawled straight out of the swamp (which they literally have), 
with their out-of-proportion features and massive dirty-yellow 
bill that resembles an old battered shoe.  

On arrival change into a traditional canoe and set out through 
the papyrus reads into the grassy swamp. Navigate the 
waterways looking for the shoebill stork as well as the other 
260 species in the region, other notable birds include the 
papyrus yellow warbler, pallid harrier and blue swallow. 

After a full morning of birdwatching head back to Entebbe for 
lunch and an afternoon of relaxation. If you wish we can 
organise a tour of the city where you can visit some of the 
local markets and craft shops or you can take a private 
sundowner cruise on Lake Victoria. 

Accommodation: Hotel No. 5, Luxury Room                     
Meals: Breakfast                                                                                                                                                                   

The appealingly grotesque shoebill stork 



LAKE MBURO NATIONAL PARK

ENTEBBE 



Leopards and many of Africa’s predators are most active at night
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If you didn't manage to see the shoebill yesterday then you 
have the option to head into the swap for one last try (not 
included) before transferring to Lake Mburo National Park (5.5 
hrs). Make a stop at the equator to stretch your legs and to 
have some lunch before arriving at Mihingo Lodge in the 
afternoon. 

Mihingo is a luxurious, family owned lodge in a magical 
setting adjacent to Lake Mburo National Park. Perched high 
on a rocky kopje, whose pre-Cambrian granite boulders were 
formed over 500 million years ago, it has spectacular views 
over a vast savannah landscape.  

This evening set out into the national park on a nighttime 
game drive in search of leopards and other nocturnal 
creatures. Lake Mburo National Park is the only place in 
southern Uganda to see zebras and the only park in the 
country with impalas, slender mongoose and giant bush rats. 
You can also spot hyenas, leopards, topis, elands and recently 
reintroduced Rothschild's giraffes. Some of the 325 bird 
species include martial eagles and red-faced barbets in the 
acacia-wooded savannah, and papyrus yellow warblers and 
African finfoots in the wetlands. 

Accommodation: Mihingo Lodge, Cottage                                    
Meals: Full Board                                                                          

Day 3: Lake Mburo NP
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The open air bathrooms 

Riding safaris are a great way to explore the bush Cool off in the pool and watch the animals coming to the watering hole 

The bedrooms are spread out along the rocky kopje 

Enjoy the views out over the savannah 



BWINDI NATIONAL PARK 

LAKE MBURO NATIONAL PARK 



The Batwa people were the original occupants of Bwindi but were forced to relocate after the forest was gazeted as a national park in 1993
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After an early morning game drive check out from the lodge 
and set off for Bwindi National Park and the Sanctuary Gorilla 
Forest Camp (approx. 5.5 hrs). 

This luxurious 10 tent camp is one of Africa’s most remote 
accommodations, set in the heart of the Bwindi Impenetrable 
Forest. A low impact camp that blends in sensitively with the 
dramatic African mountain landscape, its unique location 
inside the national park, means you are only minutes away 
from the start of your gorilla trekking adventure. It’s not 
unusual for the gorilla families to visit the camp itself! 

After a welcome lunch and some time to relax after your 
journey, head out with your guide for a traditional Batwa 
experience. The Batwa were the original inhabitants of this 
forest, once called the Batwa pygmies, they lived, hunted and 
gathered in these jungles. The experience shows you how 
they lived in grass thatched houses, caves, hunting small 
animals which were used for food. Learn as they guide you 
through the forest, dancing, singing and telling stories of their 
traditional ways of farming, handling the bow, gathering 
honey, and picking herbal medicine from roots and leaves. 

Accommodation: Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp, Luxury Tent                           
Meals: All Inclusive                                                                           

Day 4: Bwindi NP North 
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The luxury canvas tents 

Enjoy a relaxing massage after a day spent trekking through the jungle Enjoy drinks around the fire as the sun sets over the forest The open air dinning room with views out over the forest



Seeing a full grown sliver-back is something you will never forget 
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Day 5: Gorilla Trekking 

Today is your first chance to trek into the jungle to spend time 
with some of the last remaining mountain gorillas on the 
planet. 

After an early breakfast transfer to park HQ where you will be 
given a briefing about the trek ahead. It can take anywhere 
between half an hour and 6 hours to find the gorillas trekking 
through dense vegetation, along steep trails and at altitude. It 
can be tough going but you are guaranteed to see the 
gorillas. 

You will be guided by a local park ranger and assisted by 
porters who can help you with your day pack and give you a 
helping hand when the trail gets tough. The porters live in the 
local area and are registered by the Uganda Wildlife Authority, 
in this way you will be supporting the local community.  

Upon finding the gorillas you will have an hour in their 
presence. That precious hour spent in their company, watching 
the group playing, sulking, teasing each other, eating, or just 
dozing really is extraordinary.  

After this unforgettable experience, head back to the lodge 
for lunch and then spend the rest of the day relaxing or enjoy 
a well earned massage at the spa. 

Accommodation: Sanctuary Gorilla Forest Camp, Luxury Tent                           
Meals: All Inclusive        





Explore the beauty of Bwindi Impenetrable National Park 
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After breakfast check out from the lodge and set off with your 
ranger guide and porter into the forest heading south. Your 
main luggage will be taken by road to your next 
accommodation.  

Besides the 400 mountain gorillas that live in its depths, the 
evocatively named Impenetrable Forest of Bwindi has a great 
deal to offer. This swath of steep mountains covered in thick, 
steamy jungle is just as magnificent as it sounds. Listed as one 
of Africa’s most ancient habitats, even surviving the last Ice 
Age as most of the continent's other forests disappeared. The 
combination of its broad altitude span (1160m to 2607m) and 
its antiquity has produced an incredible diversity of flora and 
fauna, resulting in some 120 mammal species and over 350 
bird species calling Bwindi home. 

The trek through the forest requires a reasonable degree of 
fitness as well as a strong pair of walking shoes but it is worth 
the effort. Pass breathtaking waterfalls, spot vibrant birds and 
keep an eye out for primates swimming through the canopy.  

After around 3/4 hours (13 km walk) you will arrive at the 
Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge, home for the next 2 nights. 

Accommodation: Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge, Cottage                                    
Meals: All Inclusive                                                                           

Day 6: Trek to the South 
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Clouds Mountain Lodge 

Set on a forested ridge near the entrance to the Bwindi 
Impenetrable Forest, Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge boasts 
eight spacious cottages built from volcanic stone. Spectacular 
views stretch all the way to the Virunga Volcanoes of Rwanda, 
as well as across the border into the Congo, where the glow of 
Nyiragongo Volcano can be seen on a clear night. Warm and 
welcoming, each cottage features a bedroom, ensuite 
bathroom with walk-in shower and separate lounge. 
Comfortable chairs on the outdoor verandas provide the 
perfect vantage point to admire the unforgettable vistas of the 
forest below. Blazing fireplaces create a cosy glow as evening 
falls. 

Meals are prepared using the freshest local ingredients and 
served in front of a roaring fire in the dining area or in the 
privacy of your stone cottage. The lodge is situated within 
easy walking distance of the trail where guests can begin their 
gorilla trekking adventure. Guided forest walks and 
birdwatching expeditions explore the surroundings, while local 
community visits give a glimpse of traditional life. 

The stone cottages have large window with views out over the forest Enjoy breakfast on the terrace 

Relax by the fireplace in the evening The lodge consists of just 8 cottages spread throughout the jungle 



Get up close and personal with these incredible creatures 
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Day 7: Gorilla Trekking 

Today is your second chance search out the mountain gorillas 
that reside in this forest. 

After an early breakfast walk to the start of your trekking point 
where you will meet up with your ranger guide and porters. 
After trekking for and spending your hour with the gorillas 
return to the lodge to spend the rest of the day relaxing. 

Accommodation: Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge, Cottage                                    
Meals: All Inclusive  



KIGALI

BWINDI NATIONAL PARK  NORTH



The drive from Bwindi to Kigali takes you past Rwandan Virungas
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Check out from the lodge, meet your driver and transfer 
across the border into Rwanda heading for the capital Kigali 
(approx. 4 hrs). 

The drive will take you past the spectacular Volcanoes 
National Park, the Rwandan side of the legendary Virunga 
Mountains. Stop for lunch in Musanze on the edge of the 
national park before continuing on to Kigali. 

Spanning several ridges and valleys, Kigali, with its lush 
hillsides, flowering trees, winding boulevards and bustling 
streets, is arguably one of the most attractive capital cities in 
Africa, as well as easily one of the cleanest and safest. 

After settling in to your private villa we recommend a visit to 
the Kigali Genocide Memorial to learn about the countries 
difficult past, a harrowing but must-do experience for any 
visitor to Rwanda.  

Accommodation: Villa Kigali                                             
Meals: Breakfast                                                                           

Day 8: Kigali 



SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK 

KIGALI



A cheetah prowls the endless plains of the Serengeti at sundown
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After breakfast you will be collected from your villa and 
transferred to Kigali International Airport (20 mins), in time for 
your scheduled flight to Serengeti National Park (2 hrs). On 
arrival you will be met by your safari guide and transferred to 
Lamai Serengeti, your base for the next four nights. 

Tucked into the iconic Kogakuria Kopje in the northern 
Serengeti, Lamai Serengeti commands never-ending views 
over the magnificent Mara River valley. Twelve carefully 
designed tents are split between two separate camps, the 
Main Camp and the smaller Private Camp. Constructed from a 
clever blend of canvas, ferro and natural poles, the tents boast 
spacious verandas spread amongst the rocks, each with 
exceptional views. 

Cool off from the heat of the day in one of two natural rock 
swimming pools or lose track of time browsing through the 
fascinating contents of the library and map room. Cocktails are 
served in the convivial bar area, with cosy nooks hidden 
amongst the massive boulders. Game drives explore the 
magnificent wildlife of the Serengeti, while guests can also 
indulge in short guided walks, bush picnics and spectacular 
sundowner stops. 

Accommodation: Lamai Serengeti, Standard Bandas                     
Meals: All Inclusive                                                                           

Day 9: Lamai Serengeti 
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The lodge is perfectly placed for the action of the migration The beautiful tented rooms open up to make the most of the views Enjoy breakfast at camp or out in the bush 

On the look out! Relax by the pool and soak up the views Spot game without leaving the lodge 



A pride on the prowl - lions follow the herds of wildebeest hoping to pick off any stragglers 
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Day 10-12: On Safari 

Few people forget their first encounter with the Serengeti. 
Perhaps it's the views where the grasslands appear to stretch 
to the ends of the earth. Or maybe it's a coalition of lions 
stalking across open plains, their manes catching the breeze. 
Or it could be wildebeest and zebra migrating in their millions, 
following the ancient rhythm of Africa's seasons. Whatever it 
is, welcome to one of the greatest wildlife-watching 
destinations on earth. 

Spend these days exploring the plains through morning and 
afternoon game drives with your private guide, spotter and 
4x4 vehicle. You can also head out on exciting bush walks that 
take you even closer to the action. Between the months of 
July and October the migration will be in full swing and the 
plains on both sides of the Mara River will be full of wildebeest 
with the great predators of Africa following in their wake. 

Accommodation: Lamai Serengeti, Standard Bandas                     
Meals: All Inclusive                          



Crocodiles lie in wait for those wildebeest that brave the crossing of the Mara River
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The Migration

You watch with bated breath as one of the millions of 
migrating wildebeest tentatively steps towards the edge of 
the Mara River. You can almost feel its hope as it braves being 
the first to cross the croc-infested waters into Kenya. Camera 
at the ready, heart pounding in your chest, you watch as it 
steps in, followed by herds of other wildebeest and zebra and 
the action begins.  

Watching a crossing is something that is thrilling to the core: 
the intensity, the trauma and the sheer spectacle, is all-
absorbing, and resonates on a deep and primal level. 
Hundreds of thousands of pounding hooves set the tempo, 
and the nasal grunting hits a frenetic pitch: creatures cease to 
be individuals and operate as a swarm, teeming unseeingly 
toward the water. The crush, dust and panic as they launch 
themselves in and struggle across the current – claimed by 
crocodiles and crushed by each other – epitomises the 
quintessential rawness of nature’s character.  

In reality, the wildebeest are the migration itself, there is no 
real beginning or end to their movements as they relentlessly 
search for food and water. The endless, extreme cycle of life 
and death for these animals is marked only by certain 
movements throughout the Serengeti-Mara ecosystem and 
these specific times can be an absolute thrill to witness and 
photograph.



MAHALE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

SERENGETI NATIONAL PARK



In the forested mountains that rise from the waters of Lake Tanjanika live around 700 Chimpanzees 
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After a morning game drive you will be transferred to the 
airstrip in time for your scheduled charter flight down to 
Mahale. This flight down to Mahale is a long journey, taking 
about four hours with a refuel stop in Tabora along the way. 
The arrival into Mahale is pretty unforgettable as you fly low 
over the mountains and land on the airstrip that sits right on 
the banks of Lake Tanganyika. On arrival you will be met by 
your guides and transferred by boat (1.5 hrs) to Greystoke 
Mahale. 

This eco-conscious camp is located in a small sandy bay lined 
with palm trees and backing on to the lush green slopes of the 
Mahale Mountains.. It is, in our opinion, within the top five 
most exciting places to stay in Africa and it offers the perfect 
blend of extra-ordinary experiences, superb service and 
comfortable accommodation all within a picture post card 
setting. 

Accommodation is in six exotic wooden bandas each 
overlooking the white sand beach and Lake Tanganyika. An 
upstairs viewing deck offers a tranquil haven after a rewarding 
day of chimp viewing. 

Accommodation: Greystoke Mahale, Thatched Banda                         
Meals: All Inclusive                                                                         

Day 13: Greystoke Mahale  
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The authentic thatched rooms are extremely comfortable 

Exchange your safari stories around the fire in the evening Your open fronted Banda 

The night sky is clear and bright 

Relax by the deep blue waters of the lake after a day of trekking 
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Day 14-15: Mahale

It’s difficult to imagine a more idyllic combination: clear, blue 
waters and white-sand beaches backed by lushly forested 
mountains soaring straight out of Lake Tanganyika, and some 
of the continent’s most intriguing wildlife watching. Mahale 
Mountains park (1613 sq km) is most notable as a chimpanzee 
sanctuary – there are about 700 of our primate relatives split 
into 14 groups residing in and around the park – with 
leopards, blue duikers, red-tailed monkeys and red colobus 
monkeys keeping them company. 

Spend your time here relaxing on the shores of Lake 
Tanganyika and exploring the forest in search of chimpanzees. 
When you are not enjoying sunset dhow cruises on the lake or 
trekking through the forests of Mahale you have the option of 
visiting the local village of Katumbi to experience what life is 
like for local Tanganyikans. These visits can be incredibly 
rewarding and will allow you to see first hand the excellent 
work that the Nomad Trust is doing to support these local 
communities. 

Accommodation: Greystoke Mahale, Thatched Banda                         
Meals: All Inclusive                                                                                           

Observe the daily interactions of these astonishingly humane creatures 

Follow the sound of hooting chimps through the jungle Take traditional dhow sunset cruises on the lake 



“to meet these mammals in their natural 
environment, in their territory, well that is 

a once in a lifetime experience for most 
and something truly privileged”



Observe these incredible animals in the wild 
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Chimpanzee Trekking 

A chimpanzee safari can be hard work, sometimes lasting up 
to 9 hours (return trip) through unpredictable terrain, but it is 
worth it! 

You will depart the lodge in the early morning with your 
expert tracker guide and hike through lush tropical jungle 
following the frenetic pant hoots of the chimps off in the 
distance. After battling with vines and scrambling across tough 
terrain, suddenly you are amidst a group of quietly preening 
chimpanzees. It is only when you finally come across them that 
you realise how privileged you are to spend time with these 
intelligent apes in their natural habitat.  

Resting on the forest floor, you will observe their daily 
interactions as they play, fight and care for each other with 
astonishingly humane movements. Sometimes sitting in the 
middle of the group it is difficult not to feel part of the family. 
A truly amazing experience.  



HOME

MAHALE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK



The sun sets on your East African adventure 
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Today you bid farewell to the team at Greystoke and head 
back to the airstrip by boat in time to catch your scheduled 
shared charter flight to Kilimanjaro. This flight again stops in 
Tabora for a refuel stop and arrives in Kilimanjaro in the late 
afternoon, usually in time to connect with any International 
departures from Kilimanjaro airport.  

Meals: Breakfast                                                                        

Day 16: Departure  
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Uganda and Tanzania we would highly recommend that you 
get in touch with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can 
ensure availability of both accommodation and transport 
throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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