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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Thank you for choosing to travel with Joro Experiences. 
Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

All the best, 



The land of a thousand hills
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Rwanda is known as Le Pays des Mille Collines (Land of a 
Thousand Hills) thanks to the endless mountains in this 
beautiful little country. Nowhere are the mountains more 
majestic than the Virunga volcanoes in the northwest and 
hidden among the bamboo forests are some of the world's 
last remaining mountain gorillas. 

Join us on a ten night journey through Rwanda’s most 
interesting wildlife environments. By staying in luxurious 
lodges and using helicopters to assist with longer transfers, 
exploring the best of Rwanda has never been so easy or 
comfortable.  
 
After two nights in Kigali travel east to the recently revived 
Akagera National Park. Spend two days exploring this Big Five 
reserve before flying southwest by helicopter to one of Africa’s 
oldest and most biodiverse rainforests. Spend three days in 
Nyungwe National Park looking for chimpanzees and other 
fascinating wildlife before again taking the helicopter north to 
seek out gorillas on the slopes of active volcanoes. 

Trip Overview 
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“When you have caught the rhythm of Africa, you find out 
that it is the same in all her music.” 

Karen Blixen, Out of Africa



On arrival at Kigali International Airport you will be met off the 
plane and fast tracked through immigration and visa control. 
They will assist you with your luggage and then privately 
transfer you to your accommodation, The Retreat By Heaven.  

The city’s top boutique hotel with just 11 beautifully appointed 
rooms and a wonderful fusion restaurant - this is the perfect 
place to start your Rwandan adventure. 

Spanning several ridges and valleys, Kigali, with its lush 
hillsides and flowering trees is arguably one of the most 
attractive capital cities in Africa, as well as easily one of the 
cleanest and safest. 

Accommodation: The Retreat By Heaven, Deluxe Room                                           

Day One: Arrival

The perfect refuge in the capital

The light and comfortable rooms
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Kigali is a safe modern city with wonderful bars and restaurants

The city is spread out over several lush hillsides 
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Visiting the Genocide Memorial is an emotional experience not soon forgotten  

The Inema Arts Center - the home of Rwandan modern art Enjoy a coffee masterclass in Kigali 

After breakfast head out to explore Kigali with your private 
guide. Start with a visit to The Kigali Genocide Memorial that 
commemorates the 1994 Rwandan genocide. A true insight to 
the real Rwanda and how far they have come, but a stark 
reminder of their history as the remains of over 250,000 
people are interred there. The centre is a permanent memorial 
to those who fell victim to the genocide and served as a place 
in which the bereaved could bury their family and friends. 

After the intensity of the memorial make your way to a local 
market where you can get a feel of the vibrancy of life in this 
rapidly modernising African city. After the market your next 
stop is the Inema Art Centre which brings together artists from 
all over East Africa providing a platform to showcase their 
talent and creativity.  

After lunch enjoy a Rwandan coffee masterclass that includes a 
tasting of high quality, specialty grade coffees from all over 
the country. Spend the late afternoon at your hotel learning 
how to make banana beer/wine and cook authentic Rwandan 
cuisine. This is a  fun introduction to Rwandan cooking and 
ends with a delicious dinner. 

Accommodation: The Retreat By Heaven, Deluxe Room                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

Day Two: Kigali 



AKAGERA NATIONAL PARK 

KIGALI 
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Day Three: Akagera 

After breakfast you will be privately transferred to Akagera 
National Park (approx. 2.5 hrs). From there it is another hour to 
Magashi Camp although this may take longer depending on 
how much wildlife you see on route. There will also be a stop 
at Ruzizi Lodge for lunch. On arrival you will be met by the 
camp team and given a short briefing about the current 
conservation projects and history of the park. 

Magashi Camp is a new addition to Akagera National Park and 
is now one of the countries top accommodations. The camp’s 
location, in the northern region of Akagera overlooking Lake 
Rwanyakazinga, is spectacular! Guest accommodation consists 
of just six tented rooms, accessed via a wooden walkway from 
the main areas. The rooms are spacious and airy with open 
sides, boasting uninterrupted lake views.  

After settling in to your rooms you have the afternoon free to 
explore Akagera National Park with your guide. 

Accommodation: Magashi Camp, Suite                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

This is the newest and most luxurious camp in Akagera 

The camp makes the most of the views out over the lake 

Your beautifully designed tented rooms

Head out on boat safaris across the lake 
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Your tents are nestled discreetly on the lake shore 

The central bar - a great place to relax after a day of exploration 

Each tent has views of the lake 
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Spend today exploring the park by boat, on foot and in 4x4 
vehicle. Covering approximately 1,120 square kilometres, with 
beautiful highlands, sprawling plains, swamplands, and lakes, 
Akagera is the only park in Rwanda that’s home to all Big Five 
- lion, rhino, leopard, elephant, and buffalo! There are 
numerous smaller predators and herbivores too, such as 
hyenas, jackals, Maasai giraffe, Burchell’s zebra, and all sorts of 
antelopes.  

Explore the lake with your expert guides who will be able to 
point out all the unique flora and fauna. Visit the marshes 
where the exquisite papyrus gonolek, and the bizarre shoebill 
stork can be found - the latter perhaps the most eagerly 
sought of all African birds. Enjoy a delicious picnic lunch out in 
the bush and search out large game and the Big Five in your 
4x4 vehicle or on foot. 

Accommodation: Magashi Camp, Suite                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Four: On Safari 

Akagera is home to all the Big Five

The wildlife here was almost decimated in the 1990’s due to poaching 

Akagera has made an incredible comeback and is now a top safari destination

Observe cros and hippos without leaving camp 



NYUNGWE NATIONAL PARK

AKAGERA NATIONAL PARK 
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Day Five: Nyungwe 

Explore this ancient rainforest 

After breakfast and a final morning on safari board a 
helicopter and fly southwest to Nyungwe Forest National Park 
(approx. 1 hr). 

You will land at Nyungwe House’s private helipad where you 
will be staying for three nights. Nyungwe House is  a gorgeous 
lodge situated within a tea plantation west of the national 
park. The lodge has 22 rooms and suites, occupying six 
wooden villas, all beautifully furnished with traditional 
Rwandan art.  

Quite simply, Nyungwe Forest National Park is Rwanda’s most 
important area of biodiversity, with no fewer than 1000 plant 
species, 13 species of primates, 75 species of other mammals, 
at least 275 species of birds and an astounding 120 species of 
butterflies. Nyungwe's strongest drawcard is the chance to 
track chimpanzees, which have been habituated over the years 
to human visits. 

After checking into the lodge and enjoying a welcome lunch 
you have the afternoon free to relax or take part in some of 
Nyungwe’s complimentary activities such as boot camp spear 
throwing, conservation walks, Umuganda community 
participation, exploring by bicycle or the Nyungwe nocturnal 
walk. 

Accommodation: Nyungwe House, Nyungwe Room                                       
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Enjoy a scenic helicopter flight to Nyungwe National Park

Nyungwe House located within an active tea plantation 
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The main house is a wonderful place to relax 

Enjoy a special meal for two amid the tea felids The rooms are arrayed around a lush tea field 

Enjoy sundowners at the lodge after a day of trekking

The rooms are beautifully designed 



Today head out in the early morning to explore Nyungwe in 
the company of a park ranger. While chimps tend to garner 
most of the spotlight here, sightings of troops of other 
monkeys, including Angolan colobi, Dent's monkeys, grey-
cheeked mangabeys, olive baboons, vervet monkeys and 
diademed monkeys, are common. There are 13 different 
species of primate that can be seen here. 

Head back to the lodge for lunch and some time to relax 
before beginning a canopy walk through the forest. Your 
guided walk is an amazing way to experience the rainforest 
from a dazzling new perspective. The walkway hangs 60 
metres above the forest floor and takes you through the 
canopy, giving you some stunning views of the flora and 
fauna, both below and above. After the walk return to the 
lodge for dinner and a relaxing evening. 

Accommodation: Nyungwe House                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day Six: Nyungwe

Your specialist ranger guide can track the monkeys through the forest

The colobi monkey The canopy walk will give you a new perspective of the forest 
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Make another early start and transfer to park headquarters 
enjoying breakfast on route. On arrival you will be given a 
chimpanzee trek briefing before continuing onto the 
evergreen forest to begin your trek at 0600. Upon 
encountering the chimps, you will be allowed to stay in their 
presence for one hour.  

Tracking hooting chimps as they dash through the canopy at 
high speeds really is one of those unforgettable experiences. 
The chimpanzees enjoy showing off their acrobatic skill, and 
will take any opportunity to misbehave. They are most active 
in the morning so the early start is essential in order to 
observe the chimps at their best. Experienced, expert trackers 
will guide you through the forest, explaining more about these 
fascinating creatures and the enchanting forest they call home. 

Return to the lodge for lunch and spend the afternoon 
relaxing or joining in with one of the excellent activities on 
offer that day. 

Accommodation: Nyungwe House                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day Seven: Chimpanzee Trek

The chimps are usually on the move through the canopy 

The chimpanzee is one our closest relatives Observing chimpanzees in the wild is an incredible wildlife experience



VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK

NYUNGWE NATIONAL PARK
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The lodge sits in the shadow of the Virunga volcanoes 

The views from the lodge are spectacular 

After breakfast check out and board your helicopter for a 50 
min flight to Musanze in Volcanoes National Park. On arrival 
you will be met and transferred to your accommodation. 

Volcanoes National Park, which runs along the border with the 
DRC and Uganda, is home to the Rwandan section of the 
Virungas. Comprising five volcanoes and home to some of the 
few remaining mountain gorillas, the Virungas are utterly 
spellbinding and few would argue that this is not one of the 
most exciting national parks in Africa. 

You will be staying at the wonderful Kwitonda Lodge, another 
recent addition to Rwanda’s growing high end tourism sector. 
This is a beautiful property with an ideal location within the 
national park making it the perfect base from which to trek for 
gorillas. The views are spectacular from each of the eight 
suites, all of which are designed and built to the highest 
standard of luxury.  

In the afternoon meet with a gorilla doctor at their compound 
who will give you an introduction to how they take care of the 
gorillas and the other primates in Rwanda. They will also 
discuss with you the current conservation efforts and their 
hopes for the future of gorilla’s in the national park. 

Accommodation: Singita Kwitonda Lodge, Suite                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day Eight: Volcanoes

The rooms have floor to ceiling windows to make the most of the views 

Enjoy the views out over the highlands as you fly north to Volcanoes NP 



After an early breakfast at the lodge, proceed to the park 
headquarters (approx. 10 mins) in time for your gorilla trek 
briefing at 0700. Then transfer to the trail head of your guided 
walk beginning at 0800. Your expert guide will lead you 
through the dense jungle up the slopes of the volcanoes in 
search of the gorilla families that live there.  

The gorillas sometimes live on the upper reaches of the 
volcanoes so the trekking can be arduous. You will have a 
dedicated porter each to help you with your day pack and 
give you a hand when the path becomes slippery. 

While you can be walking for anywhere between one and five 
hours before you eventually find them, there is no other 
wildlife experience quite like an encounter with mountain 
gorillas. That precious hour spent in their company, watching 
the group playing, sulking, teasing each other, eating, or just 
dozing really is extraordinary. 

After this unforgettable experience, proceed to the lodge for 
lunch and then spend the rest of the day relaxing. 

Accommodation: Singita Kwitonda Lodge, Suite                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Nine: Gorilla Trek

The trekking is not always easy but it is certainly worth it!

Seeing a full grown sliver-back is something you will never forget Get up close and personal with one of the world’s most fascinating creatures 
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Day Ten: Golden Monkey

The golden monkey - found only in bamboo forests of the Virungas

In the morning return to park HQ to start your golden monkey 
trek. This incredible experience is highly immersive, as you will 
be surrounded by 80 - 100 golden monkeys foraging in the 
bamboo forests. These primates are only found in the Virunga 
massif and nowhere else in the world. 

The duration of the trek is highly variable depending on the 
location of the two troops but once you find the monkeys you 
will have one hour with them. 

After lunch spend the afternoon relaxing back at the lodge. 

Accommodation: Singita Kwitonda Lodge, Suite                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Golden monkeys can often be found in large troops of upto 100

After all this trekking enjoy a relaxing massage at the lodge spa



HOME

VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK



This rainforest is home to other primates including the diademed monkey
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Today you will depart Rwanda and begin your journey home. 
After breakfast and checking out from the lodge transfer by 
road back to Kigali Airport (approx. 3 hrs) stopping on route 
for lunch. On arrival connect onto your international flight 
back home. 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day Eleven: Departure 

The bird watching in the national park is excellent The gorillas are habituated - ‘used to humans’ - so pose no threat 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a trip to Rwanda then we 
would highly recommend that you get in touch with us at the 
earliest opportunity so that we can ensure availability of both 
accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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