
T H E  G R E A T  B E A R  

R A I N F O R E S T  
CANADA 

AUGUST - OCTOBER 



Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

Our ambition is simple; to curate intelligent, creative and 
exciting trips which not only give back to the destinations we 
visit but also raise awareness of the issues facing the natural 
world. We care about the smallest details of each adventure 
we design, but also about the world we are traveling through. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 
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The Great Bear Rainforest lines the coast of British Colombia in West Canada

On the Pacific North West coast of Canada lies the Great Bear 
Rainforest. This coastal wilderness is filled with misty fjords, 
skyscraper high waterfalls and vast river valleys. Look closely 
and you might find the rare spirit bear.  

Spend five nights and six days aboard the Pacific Yellowfin 
yacht and explore the rainforest, searching for the creatures 
that call this place home. Spend days hiking ancient trails in 
search of bears,  kayak through private fjords that dominate 
the shoreline, go salmon fishing in the powerful rivers or 
simply relax on the deck of the boat listening to tales from the 
Captain.  

The First Nation people are guardians of this rainforest and a 
balance exists between them and the natural world they 
inhabit. This rainforest has been called the ‘Amazon of the 
North’. It contains 25% of the remaining intact temperate 
rainforest in the world and is one of the planet’s most special 
and unique ecosystems. 

This trip is about the wildlife so as much time as possible is 
spent searching for bears and viewing humpback whales. That 
being said Pacific Yellowfin is kitted out with all the toys to 
entertain kids and adults alike and British Columbia is not 
short of adventurous activities. 

Trip Overview

Spot numerous species of whales in these rich waters

Search for the spirit bear which defines this ancient forest 
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Itinerary

Enjoy your catch on the day prepared by the on board chefs 

Spend the morning kayaking deep into the remote fjords, 
spotting sea wolves prowling the shores or relax on the deck 
with your camera trying to capture a pod of Orcas as they 
silently pass by. 

The Great Bear Rainforest is home to bears the colour of snow 
and of the night sky. The spirit bear (a subspecies of American 
black bear) is a walking contradiction, ‘the white black bear’ 
and lends magical feel to this forest land. Drawn to the rivers 
that are rich in salmon, grizzly bears, ’icons of unspoiled 
wilderness’ need large areas of habitat undamaged by human 
interference and are the most common bear to be found in 
this rainforest.  

During your time on Pacific Yellowfin really understand the 
importance of the First Nation People to this rainforest by 
visiting their communities and meeting their tribal leaders. 
This will provide you with an appreciation of their role in this 
precious forest and how their lives are shaped around the 
natural world. 

In the evenings, head to secluded beaches to gather fresh 
oysters, collect crabs from traps set the night before and cook 
your bounty over an open fire. All accompanied by a glass of 
local BC wine.  

Local guides will take you to the best place to find the wonderful spirit bears

Kayaking is a fantastic way to see the wildlife 
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Orcas hunt freely in these waters Sea lions are known for their curiosity and will often swim up to you Your guides will take you to the best places to find wildlife 

The waters around the rainforest are rich with marine life Sea wolves man the shoreline Watch bears roam free in the Great Bear Rainforest 



Pacific Yellowfin has a wide selection of activities available on 
board. From mountain bikes to seven Honda Ruckus’ there is 
not a moment that cannot be filled with activities and wildlife 
viewing. So don your helmet and get your adrenaline 
pumping as you venture into the depths of the forest.  

If biking isn’t your thing, engine or otherwise, head out with a 
Gitga’at guide and learn more about the wildlife, flora, fauna 
and history of the Great Bear Rainforest. In September, the 
return of the wild Pacific salmon to the rivers on the north 
coast draws the wildlife of the rainforest to these rivers. The 
five different species of salmon are not only the primary food 
source for hundreds of bears, wolves, and eagles but also 
provide nutrients for the giant trees that grow in this 
temperate rainforest. At this time of year, the increased activity 
around the rivers offers a better chance to catch glimpses of 
the bears that give the rainforest its name. 

This rainforest has remained unchanged for 10,000 years so 
wildlife is omnipotent, each turn will reveal something new not 
found anywhere else in the world.  

Itinerary  

Get up some speed on the boat’s motorbikes 

The Bald eagle hunts in the forest During the salmon run is the best time to see the bears 
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The boat is kitted out with a number of fun toys 
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Itinerary 

Pacific Yellowfin is a boat for the fun and is stocked with two 
inflatable trampolines and five inflatable tubes (and more!). So 
spend the day having fun on the water. You can also relax in 
the yacht’s six man hot tub or head out fishing with the 
Captain. From salmon fishing experts to those that want to try 
their hand at crabbing, there are options for all. 

Fish for your supper and cook it on the back of the boat



The waters in this area are rich, undisturbed and eclectic. Get 
up close to the underwater life of the Pacific North West. The 
boat provides wetsuits and snorkel gear and you will be taken 
to the best spots to see the fantastic variety of sea life. 

Steller's sea lions (the largest of all sea lions) and Dall’s 
porpoises which are endemic to the Pacific North West, 
frequent these waters and seeing these marine mammals from 
the tenders is a fantastic experience. Watch them leap through 
the wake of the boat and follow your path. Take a kayak out 
deep into the fjords and spot the tell-tale fins of the killer 
whales as they silently hunt for their next prey. 

Itinerary 

Get up close to the shoreline to get a different perspective 

Unchanged for 10,000 years the rainforest has a magical atmosphere This protected land provides a haven for wildlife 
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Pacific Yellowfin is an integral part of your experience and has 
a story to tell. Built by the US Army the Pacific Yellowfin was 
originally christened JMP64 in 1943. 

After working as a Junior Mine Planter, protecting harbours off 
the East Coast of America, the ship was used as a freight 
vehicle and played an integral role in defending the Aleutian 
Islands. After service, she was refitted as a government 
research vessel and renamed the Yellowfin. In the 1980s 
Yellowfin was bought by the Tacoma Tow Boat Company to 
carry out research for the US Navy.  

The boat was then bought by oilman Pete Whittier who 
passed her on to Colin Griffinson who converted her to a 
certified passenger vessel. Chief Engineer Jack Dixon makes 
the twin 325-hp Atlas Imperial engines, with their distinctive 
“pocketa-pocketa” sound, hum along at practically the same 
pace as when they were new.  

The immaculate engine room and the carefully restored 
engines are testament to the depth of knowledge and love of 
tradition that Jack and Captain Colin Griffinson share for the 
boat. The two men are always willing to share their stories of 
restoring the ship and their knowledge of the mechanical 
systems on board, helping guests gain a good sense of how 
things worked back in the 1940s.

Pacific Yellowfin

Tour these fantastic waters in this wonderful vessel 

Pacific Yellowfin has a unique and fascinating history Get an in-depth tour of the engine room from the Captain 
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Owner’s Stateroom

Bear’s Cabin
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Cabins 

Captain’s Stateroom: A spacious, well-lit suite, complete with 
an ensuite bathroom and a full bath. Sleeps 2-3 (a rollaway 
single bed can be added upon request). 

Owner’s Stateroom: This luxurious room contains a private 
ensuite bathroom with shower, a fold out couch that turns into 
a single bed, and a four-poster queen-sized bed. Sleeps 2 +1 

Bear’s Cabin: A double bed on one side of the room with a 
two-tier bed (made to sleep two) across from it. With an 
ensuite bathroom and plenty of room to move, this berth also 
features beautiful mahogany wardrobes and plenty of warmth 
from your own heating radiator. Sleeps 4. 

Orca’s Cabin: A drop-down single bed across the cabin from 
the main double bed offer families a chance for a quiet 
moment after a day of water sports and adventure.

Orca’s Cabin

Captain’s Stateroom
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The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Canada we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 

Next Steps… 
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curious@joroexperiences.com
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