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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

Our ambition is simple; to curate intelligent, creative and 
exciting trips which not only give back to the destinations we 
visit but also raise awareness of the issues facing the natural 
world. We care about the smallest details of each adventure 
we design, but also about the world we are traveling through. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 
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Trip Overview

The Congo Basin is home to a fantastic array of wildlife 

A land of steamy jungles hiding half the world's lowland 
gorillas, masses of forest elephants, and hooting, swinging 
troops of chimpanzees, the Congo Basin is on the cusp of 
becoming one of the finest ecotourism destinations in Africa. 
Boasting excellent and little-visited national parks where 
everything from luxurious safaris to bush camping is possible, 
the main attraction of this alluring slice of West Africa is the 
raw, untrammelled call of nature. For those ready to heed the 
call of the wild – and are not afraid of adventure – the Congo 
Basin awaits.  

By connecting two of the most iconic parks in this region - 
Odzala-Kokoua and Dzanga-Sangha, it is possible to discover 
this hidden part of Africa in a truly pioneering manner whilst 
also making a significant contribution to sustainability and 
conservation. In the Congo spend your time tracking 
endangered western lowland gorilla, elusive forest elephants 
(much smaller than their southern relatives) and the rare 
Bongo. You will then cross the border into the Central African 
Republic (CAR) where the density of the wildlife is astounding 
- the ultra rare pangolin can still be seen and the tumultuous 
history has provided a space for wildlife to thrive.  

Meet the gorilla research team and explore the forest in search of western 
lowland gorillas

High up in the Ndzehi Forest sits Ngaga Camp
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Whilst at Ngaga you will track western lowland gorillas by 
foot. It is an incredible experience, from leaving the camp it 
takes just an hour to reach the gorilla families. Skilled local 
trackers will lead you in search of gorillas accustomed, through 
years of research, to being approached by humans. 
Deciphering barely visible tracks and signs, and keeping an 
ear open for vocalisations, the trackers have an uncanny ability 
to anticipate the gorillas’ movements and will get you into the 
best possible viewing positions. 

After a days gorilla tracking cool off in the clear forest stream 
and listen to the cacophony of birds that make this rainforest 
their home. 

There is no big game in the Congo so forest night walks are a 
fantastic experience. These walks make it possible to catch 
sight of the elusive sloth and other shy nocturnal creatures. 
You can also visit the nearby Ombo village to learn about 
sustainable forest lifestyles and how they make the most of 
what nature provides in such a remote location. 

Ngaga

Photography can be difficult but the experienced guides are there to help 

Experience rainforest life as you trek through the undergrowthWestern lowland gorillas are often hunted for their bushmeat
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Ngaga Camp 

Ngaga Camp overlooks a beautiful open glade surrounded by 
primary forest. The Camp is situated within the overlapping 
home ranges of several groups of western lowland gorillas, 
two of which are habituated. Ngaga truly is gorilla central. A 
focal point for world-class research as well as unforgettable 
primate encounters, Ngaga Camp’s unique design evokes the 
fun and mystery of childhood treehouses. It is constructed 
from natural, traditionally used  materials including locally 
woven raffia palm  roofing panels and is seemingly absorbed 
into its surroundings.  

The dining room, lounge and bar area are also on raised decks 
at the crest of the glade looking into the primary rainforest. A 
star deck and fire pit are placed on a dropped deck below the 
main area for after dinner  relaxation and star gazing while a 
separate deck is located at a natural cooling off spot on the 
Ngaga Stream which you can enjoy after your gorilla trekking.  

Treetop bedrooms

Treat yourself at the treetop spa

Feel the seclusion in this remote camp

Enjoy a sundowner after a day of gorilla trekking
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A spotted hyena passing through camp

After kayaking down river you arrive at Mboko where you will 
stay before taking a flight to the CAR. 

Mboko has a variety of different habitats to explore, from 
swampy forests and open savannah to thick jungle. Spend the 
day on a game drive looking out for hyaena, aardvark, and 
serval on the savannah game drives. 

Forest buffalo and harnessed bushbuck are regular visitors to 
the open camp and you can watch the entertaining antics of 
resident putty nose monkeys whilst enjoying your morning 
coffee. 

Due to the distinct lack of light pollution Mboko offers some 
epic star-viewing opportunities. The camp also offers access to 
nearby villages on the fringes of the park, where you can learn 
more about life in this extraordinary part of the world.  

  

Mboko

Wade through the rivers in search of rare wildlife 

Surrounding the camp are hundreds of termite mounds
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Mboko Camp

Mboko provides a very different experience as it is situated in 
more savannah like surroundings - providing an open game 
viewing experience. Mboko Camp extends along the banks of 
a free-flowing tributary of the Lekoli River. Situated in an area 
of lush meadow-like savannah, frequented by forest buffalo, 
forest elephant and spotted hyaena, Mboko gives a true sense 
of the scale of the Odzala National Park.  

It also allows you to experience the smaller details of the 
forest. Flowers and butterflies, depending on the season, can 
be seen in plenty. This camp offers the chance to see the 
unique interface between the tropical rainforest and grassland 
savannah and the hundreds of towering termite mounds help 
create an otherworldly experience. 

You can often catch forest buffalo having breakfast in the 
morning mist of the savannah. In the evening look out into the 
darkness in search for fireflies. At night, use your torch and see 
if you can catch a spotted hyaena on the prowl.   

Enjoy some downtime after a day’s game viewing

Keep an eye on the jungle in case you miss some game! 

The open camp means that wildlife can wander freely through

Spot water buffalo on game walks 
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Herds of elephants can be seen in the mineral rich bai

Head out on a net hunt with the Ba’AkaPangolins, although under huge threat, can be found in the CAR

Elephants, gorillas, leopards and chimpanzees found safety in 
this extraordinary place: Dzanga-Sangha, a true natural 
sanctuary for the emblematic species of the Congo Basin. 
Hidden in the middle of the tropical forest, this World 
Heritage Site has endured and prevailed despite huge turmoil. 
The high biodiversity is more than just elephants and gorillas. 

The Dzanga Baï (mineral rich river bed) teems with species 
ranging from the bongo to herds of 'golden' forest elephants, 
and red river hog. This is also one of the last areas where the 
pangolin can be found. Trek to the platform which overlooks 
the mineral rich bai and watch the animals totally at ease in 
their own surroundings.  

To learn about the human side of this unique environment, 
you can go on an expedition with the Ba'Aka  (pygmies)  as 
they net hunt for food. As natives of this area, they have an 
unparalleled knowledge of the forest. With their participation 
in the conservation efforts, the Ba’Aka have played a 
fundamental role in the protection of this ecosystem. Let them 
teach you about how they live in harmony with the natural 
world and have lived throughout this nations tumultuous 
times.  

Dzanga - Sangha 



The deck at Sangha, the perfect place to watch the sunset

The platform is a fantastic spot for game viewing over the bai Spend some time surveying the Basin’s finest wildlife
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Sangha Lodge

The lodge is owned and run by Rod and Tamar Cassidy, two 
South Africans with a passion for birding and conservation. 
Sangha Lodge opened in 2009, and has been an important 
part of Dzanga-Sangha's development since its opening. The 
military coup interrupted progress in 2013, halting 
development in the region. Having stayed through the whole 
crisis when all advice was to leave for their own safety, Rod 
and Tamar have proved to be loyal to the region and in return 
the local population has supported them and is behind them 
in every way. 

Whilst at Sangha you will walk to the Dzanga Bai and spend 
some time on the research platform observing the diverse 
wildlife activity around the remote baï. Learn about the 
difficulties of pangolin protection and after sundowners head 
out on a night walk to explore the wonderful nocturnal life. 
Jump on a boat and arrive at the Valley of the Giants and 
spend the morning walking amongst some of the tallest trees 
in the Congo Basin.  

This is a wildlife and cultural rich destination and a fully 
immersive experience as you see rare, endemic wildlife and 
learn about the history of the Basin from those that have lived 
through its turbulent times.  
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The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to the 
Congo Basin we would highly recommend that you get in 
touch with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing destination. 

Next Steps… 
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curious@joroexperiences.com
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