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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

Best wishes,  



The Maya civilisations sprawled from Mexico to Honduras, 
leaving behind many fascinating ruins throughout Central 
America. This trip is an exploration of one of the world’s most  
culturally and environmentally diverse regions, home to some 
of best preserved ancient ruins seen anywhere on the planet. 
Explore the lost temples of Tikal, watch the sunset atop the 
pyramid at Yaxah, and ascend the tallest structure in the Maya 
world at Mirador. This 15 day trip is a true discovery of a 
culture that harks back 4000 years, the greatest pre-
Columbian civilisation, one that still persists today. 

Central America is also home to some fascinating wildlife both 
above and below the waves. Spend time exploring 
Guatemala’s Northern jungle where hundreds of birds live 
amongst the ruins of an ancient civilisations. Further east on 
the Caribbean coast, the waters of Belize shelter the world’s 
second largest barrier reef.  

On this trip we have combined top luxury properties with 
exciting and unique experiences that allow you to delve 
deeply into the history and culture of this fascinating 
continent.

Trip Overview

Antigua City, Guatemala 

Belize is home to the world’s second largest barrier reef The Temple of the Great Jaguar, Tikal 
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Mexico City retains some of its fantastic colonial architecture

Mexico City street food is not to be missed The Palace of Fine Arts is one of the most striking buildings in the capital  

On arrival in Mexico City you will be met shortly after exiting 
the plane and fast tracked through both immigration and 
customs. You will then be privately transferred to your 
accommodation, Las Alcobas (approx. 30 mins).  

Mexico City, despite being one of the world’s most populous 
cities, has only recently garnered attention as a tourist 
destination. Revamped public spaces are springing back to 
life, the culinary scene is exploding and a cultural renaissance 
is flourishing. A stroll through the buzzing downtown area 
reveals the capital’s storied history, from pre-Hispanic and 
colonial-era splendour to its contemporary edge. This high-
octane megalopolis contains plenty of escape valves in the 
way of old-school cantinas, intriguing museums, inspired 
dining and ancient canals. 

Your accommodation is the city’s top boutique hotel. With just 
35 rooms this discreetly luxurious hotel, located on a chic 
avenue in the upmarket Polanco district, is a 25 minute walk to 
the museum quarter and is close to a number of excellent 
leafy parks, restaurants and bars. There are two restaurants on 
site, Anatol and Dulce Patria; the latter is an award-winning 
hot spot that's listed on the current 50 Best Restaurants in 
Latin America. 

Accommodation: Las Alcobas, Deluxe Room                            

Day 1
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Designed by celebrated designers George Yabu and Glenn Pushelber The Soumaya Museum is just a short walk from the hotelThe hotel is sleek and modern in design 

The hotel sits discreetly on one of Polanco’s main streets Mexico City has one of the world’s most exciting culinary scenesDeluxe Room 
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Day 2 

The Pyramid of the Moon

After a delicious breakfast at the hotel your driver will pick you 
up and take you 50 km northeast of the city to the 
archeological site of Teotihuacán. This complex of awesome 
pyramids, set amid what was once Mesoamerica’s greatest 
city, is one of the countries most important discoveries. 

The sprawling site compares to the ruins of the Yucatán and 
Chiapas for significance and anyone lucky enough to come 
here will be inspired by the astonishing technological might of 
the Teotihuacán civilisation. Teotihuacán is known for its two 
massive pyramids, the Pirámide del Sol (Pyramid of the Sun) 
and the Pirámide de la Luna (Pyramid of the Moon), which 
dominate the remains of the metropolis. The awe inspiring, 70 
m, 248-stepped, Pirámide del Sol is the world’s third largest 
pyramid. Though ancient Teotihuacán covered more than 20 
sq km, most of what can be seen today lies along nearly 2km 
of the Calzada de los Muertos (path of the dead). 

After exploring with your private guide your driver will transfer 
you back to the hotel where you can relax and spend the 
afternoon exploring at your own pace. 

Accommodation: Las Alcobas, Deluxe Room                            
Meals: Breakfast 

The Sun Pyramid at Templo Mayor, Teotihuacán

Aerial view of the Sun Pyramid 



This morning head out to explore the city’s historic centre with 
your private guide. This tour will take you on a journey 
through Mexico’s Mesoamerican, Colonial and Revolutionary 
past. Visit the Cathedral built upon the main Aztec temple by 
the Spanish conquistadors, as well as the painted 
representation of Mexico’s past by muralist Diego Rivera. After 
the mornings exploration head back to the hotel to rest up 
before spending the evening at the Museo Nacional de 
Antropología. 

We have arranged for you to have a private, off hours tour of 
the Museo Nacional de Antropología with the museums top 
expert guide. This museum showcases fascinating artefacts 
from various cultures that once thrived in Mesoamerica. There 
are 12 different halls each dedicated to a different era of pre-
Hispanic Mexico. The Maya exhibits from Mexico, Guatemala, 
Belize and Honduras are fascinating. Make sure not to miss 
the breathtaking full-scale replica of the tomb of King Pakal, 
discovered deep in the Templo de las Inscripciones at 
Palenque. We feel this tour is the perfect way to start your 
Maya discover and will provide you with a great deal of 
context when visiting the Maya ruins in Guatemala and Belize. 

Accommodation: Las Alcobas, Deluxe Room                            
Meals: Breakfast

Day 3

Diego Rivera’s murals give an insight into Mexico’s past

The Museo Nacional de Antropología is a stunning piece of architecture 
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The Piedra del Sol - the infamous Aztec sunstone weighing 24 tonnes 

The jade funerary mask of famous Maya King Pacal who reigned for 68 years!
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After breakfast transfer to the airport in time for your 
International flight to Guatemala. On arrival you will be met 
and transferred to the colonial town of Antigua and your 
accommodation, San Rafael Hotel (approx. 1 hr). 

Antigua's beguiling beauty starts to seduce the moment you 
arrive. Once the capital of Guatemala, its streetscapes of 
pastel facades unfold beneath the gaze of three volcanoes, 
and beautifully restored colonial buildings sit next to 
picturesque ruins in park-like surroundings. The city's World 
Heritage listed status means that even fast-food chains have 
to hide themselves behind traditional building facades. 

The boutique hotel of San Rafael is the epitome of Iberian 
colonial elegance and its central courtyard is one of the most 
serene private spaces you’ll encounter in Latin America. Italian 
cypress trees rise up to a height of about 30 feet, and 
begonias and lilies emerge from the cobbles. San Rafael sits 
right at the heart of this gorgeous colonial town, and 
everything worth visiting is within walking distance. The Arco 
de Santa Catalina, dating back to the 1600s, is less than 30 
seconds away and the Iglesia de La Merced, a baroque church 
from where two huge processions begin during Semana Santa, 
just two minutes. 

Accommodation: San Rafael, Junior Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast

Day 4

The UNESCO town of Antigua is nestled in the shadow of three volcanoes 



Antigua 11

The leafy courtyard 

The hotel sits in the heart of the old town Enjoy breakfast in the courtyard 

The Junior Suite 

Local art from well known artists decorates the property 
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Your sunrise hike up Pacaya Volcano is an experience you will never forget 

The view down the main street in Antigua Roast some marshmallows over the lava to enjoy a once in a lifetime treat 

Rise early for your transfer to the base of Pacaya Volcano 
(approx. 1 hr). Meet up with your volcano trekking expert and 
begin your sunrise hike up to the the viewpoint. The hike is a 
gentle one and takes approximately 1.5-2 hours. At the top 
you will be treated to some spectacular views out over the 
highlands and as a reward for your early morning hike you can 
even enjoy some marshmallows roasted over flowing lava!  

After returning to the base of the volcano a car will be waiting 
to take you back to your hotel. Spend the afternoon relaxing 
after your hike or head out to explore Antigua at your own 
pace. 

*Note that amount of flowing lava seen depends on the 
activity of the volcano which can vary. 

Accommodation: San Rafael, Junior Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 5 
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Surrounding wildlife at Lake Atitlan 
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This morning set out to explore the old town of this UNESCO 
world heritage site with your local expert. Visit breathtaking 
colonial monuments and find out why this city was the bustling 
centre of the region for the Spaniards.

After a morning of exploration return to the hotel in time for 
your private transfer to Lake Atitlan and your accommodation, 
Casa Palopo (approx. 2 hrs). 

This boutique hotel commands a privileged location 
overlooking the lake - a wonder of startlingly blue, windswept 
waters, set against a backdrop of three 10,000-foot volcanoes. 
Guatemalan-Maya heritage is displayed proudly throughout, 
exemplified by the jewel-coloured walls, vibrant artworks, 
painted furniture and wonderful candelabras. With just nine 
rooms and a private villa, the hotel has an exclusive, intimate 
feel. All the rooms have wonderful private, outdoor terraces 
and are beautifully appointed. 

After checking in spend what’s left of the day relaxing by the 
lake before dinner.  

Accommodation: Casa Palopo, Master Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast 

Day 6

The colonial architecture is some of the most well preserved in S. America
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Watch the sunset behind the volcanoes that ring the lake Lake Atitlan is undoubtedly one of the most beautiful lakes in the world Ultimate lake side luxury 

No better spot to enjoy breakfast Enjoy the panoramic views from the poolThe Master Suite 
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Lake Atitlan is recognised as one of the most beautiful lakes in 
the world by even the most seasoned of travellers. After 
visiting it, we’re sure you’ll agree as it’s difficult not to fall in 
love with this truly incredible environment. Fishermen in rustic 
crafts ply the lake's aquamarine surface, while indigenous 
women in multicoloured outfits do their washing by the banks, 
lined with tress laden by blossom. Fertile hills dot the 
landscape, and over everything loom the volcanoes, 
permeating the entire area with a mysterious beauty. It never 
looks the same twice.  

Take today to relax and explore at your own pace. Sit by the 
pool and drink in the views or take a walk around the lake and 
find a nice secluded spot for a siesta. You can swim in the lake 
but it is important to keep in mind that there are a number of 
fishing villages located on the shore and that the waters 
directly in-front of the towns and villages are not the cleanest. 
Also as Lake Atitlan is the deepest lake in Central America it 
can be quite chilly! 

Accommodation: Casa Palopo, Master Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast 

Day 7

Charming fishing villages are scattered around the shores of the lake 
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Day 8

Monkeys can often be spotted around the lodge 

After breakfast transfer back to Guatemala City Airport 
(approx 2.75 hrs) for a short internal flight to Peten (approx. 1 
hr). The flight will be run by TAG airlines who usually use a 
Saab 340 A for this trip. On arrival you will be met and 
privately transferred to your hotel, Las Lagunas (approx. 30 
mins). 

Vast, sparsely populated and jungle-covered. Guatemala's 
largest and northernmost region of Peten is a wonderland of 
exploration. Whether it's the mysteries of the Classic Maya, 
the bounty of the jungle, or the chance to relax lakeside that 
inspires you, it's all here in abundance. 

Your accommodation, Las Lagunas, is an eco lodge tucked 
away deep in the Maya jungle on a stunning lake teaming with 
wildlife and bird watching opportunities. It is also ideally 
located close to the ancient Maya ruins that litter this section 
of Central America. The hotel is characterised by a feeling of 
complete privacy in the midst of the jungle, with top-notch 
amenities and service at your fingertips. 

Accommodation: Las Lagunas, Master Waterfront Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast 

Master Waterfront Suite 

Relax by the pool and watch the sunset over the lake 





Richard Hansen on site in Mirador 

Peten 20

Richard Hansen

Richard Hansen is a distinguished American Archaeologist and 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Utah. He 
specialises on the Mesoamerican region and early Maya 
civilisation often featuring in the National Geographic 
magazine. 

Richard is based in the town of Flores just 20 minutes from 
your hotel. You have the option of meeting him at the end of 
day 8 for a short presentation about the work he is doing in 
the Mirador basin. If you like this can take place over some 
drinks or a dinner. This is of course optional and he will be 
more than happy to just take you for the tour of the Mirador 
site on day 9. Richard will meet you at the helicopter and 
travel with you to and from the site. 

The Mirador tour with Richard is truly a once in a lifetime 
opportunity as he will be able to give you access to areas of 
the site not open to the public as well as show you the ground 
breaking work he is doing.



In many place the jungle has reclaimed this land 

The site is still being excavated and much of it is covered by rainforest Enjoy the views from the top of Dante the world’s tallest Maya pyramid 
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Day 9

After breakfast, take a ride through the jungle to the hotel’s 
heliport for a private helicopter transfer (Long Ranger Bell 
2016) to Mirador (approx. 30 min). 

Buried within the furthest reaches of the Petén jungle, just 
7km south of the Mexican border, the Late Preclassic 
metropolis at El Mirador contains possibly the largest cluster 
of buildings of any single Maya site, among them the biggest 
pyramid ever built in the Maya world. Ongoing excavations 
have only scratched the surface and so many are still hidden 
beneath the jungle.  

As already discussed you will be hosted all day by the site 
director, Richard Hansen, who will be able to give you some 
amazing insight into current archaeological study going on in 
the area. This is truly a once in a lifetime opportunity as 
Richard will be able to give you access to areas of the site not 
open to the public as well as showing you the ground 
breaking work he is doing. 

After the tour and a picnic lunch you will be taken back to the 
hotel by helicopter at around 1530. The helicopter is 
exclusively yours for the day and will be waiting for you on site 
if you wish to return earlier than 1530. 

Accommodation: Las Lagunas, Master Waterfront Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch  
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Yaxha was the third largest Maya city in the region 

Enjoy the magical views from the top of Yaxha The quetzal, the national bird of Guatemala 

Rise early to meet local birding and archeological expert 
Melvin Rivera in the hotel lobby. Together head out to Yaxah 
National Park (approx. 1 hr) for an early morning bird watching 
tour. Yaxah is an excellent area for spotting birds with over 150 
different species having been recorded in the national park. 
After your morning birding tour enjoy a box breakfast before 
exploring the Maya ruins that this area is famous for. 

Yaxha is an active archaeological site and the ancient 
ceremonial centre of the Maya civilisation situated in the 
northeast of Peten. This site is a mix of archeology, beautiful 
landscapes and ecological tourism. With more than 500 
structures on site, including 40 steles, 13 altars and 9 
pyramids, this is a “must see” when visiting this area.  

After exploring this incredible complex enjoy some lunch 
before transferring back to your hotel. 

If you would like to see the sunset at Yaxah you have the 
option of transferring back to the hotel after the birdwatching 
(0900) and then heading back at around noon to explore the 
ruins. Please note that it is an hour journey each way.  

Accommodation: Las Lagunas, Master Waterfront Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 10
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Day 11

Tikal is perhaps the most spectacular Maya site in Central America 

Rise early for your morning birdwatching tour in Tikal National 
Park. Melvin will again pick you up in the hotel lobby and 
transfer you to the national park (approx. 45 min). Ancient 
buildings amidst the forest offer good opportunities to see 
canopy birds and regional endemics like ocellated turkey and 
black-throated shrike-tanager, Tikal is also one of the best 
sites to see the rare orange-breasted falcon. After the 
birdwatching tour continue your exploration of the ancient 
Maya ruins with Melvin Rivera. 

Tikal National Park, Guatemala's most famous cultural and 
natural preserve, contains some of the most fascinating 
archaeological remains of the Maya civilisation. It was declared 
a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1979 and is home to a 
number of major and historically significant pyramids and 
temples. 

Melvin will show you the layout of the temples and the 
intricate architecture. Learn about the fascinating history of 
this complex and some theories of why the Maya disappeared. 

After the tour, enjoy lunch at a restaurant in the middle of the 
jungle, after which a car will take you back to your hotel. 

Accommodation: Las Lagunas, Master Waterfront Suite                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

The Temple of The jaguar 

The rare orange breasted falcon often seen in Tikal National Park
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PETEN
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Day 12

Today begin your journey into Belize. A car will pick you up 
after breakfast and transfer you to the the border (approx. 1.5 
hrs). After crossing into Belize change in to a different vehicle 
before continuing onto Hanna Stables (approx. 10 mins), a 
family-owned horse riding establishment.  

Head out on horseback with your guide across the beautiful 
grounds of their private estate along the banks of the Mopan 
River. After crossing the river you will arrive at the Actun Kan 
ruins. These ruins are extremely old and largely un-excavated, 
they also aren’t open to the general public so you can explore 
in relative privacy with your guide. After exploring the site 
continue your ride on to nearby Benny’s Kitchen for a delicious 
lunch of traditional Belizean dishes.  

After lunch you can choose to either walk or ride back to the  
stables where a car will be waiting for you. Continue your 
journey through to the marina in Belize City (approx. 3 hrs). 
On arrival you will be met by the captain who will escort you 
on to “Little Kate” a 29-ft. Belizean wayward skiff. After a 1.2 
hr sail along the world’s second largest barrier reef you will 
arrive at your accommodation for the next three nights, Cayo 
Espanto. 

Accommodation: Cayo Espanto, Villa Solana                          
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

Enjoy a ride along the Mopan River Enjoy the views from the top of the pyramid 

The site is largely un-excavated Actun Kan is a private site and so lacks the crowds often seen at Xunantunich 



Cayo Espanto 
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Spend these days relaxing in paradise. Cayo Espanto is a five 
star resort on a private Caribbean Island. You will be staying in 
Casa Solona, their newest villa. This bungalow occupies a 
secluded location on the western side of the island and is the 
villa with the best sunset views.  

Cayo operates on an all inclusive basis. A questionnaire filled 
out prior to arrival gives the chef an idea of the sort of foods 
and styles of cooking that you prefer. They then create 
personalised menus for you to enjoy in privacy of your own 
villa.  

Ideally located a short 30 minute boat ride to some world 
class snorkelling and diving spots on the Belizean barrier reef 
you will not be short of underwater activities to get stuck into. 
We highly recommend taking a private guided snorkelling 
safari of the reef. The Caribbean Sea is wonderfully warm and 
the waters around the reef are thick with tropical fish and other 
marine life.  

Accommodation: Cayo Espanto, Villa Solana                          
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

Day 13-14: Cayo Espanto 
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Enjoy daily private dinning 

Your villa comes with a private plunge poolBelize is home to some of the world’s best snorkelling 

Villa Solana has uninterrupted views of the sun set 

The world class food is served privately in your villa



HOME

BELIZE
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Day 15

Today you will depart Cayo Espanto and begin your journey 
home. After an early breakfast, “Little Kate” will arrive to take 
you back to Belize City. On arrival a car will be waiting to 
transfer you to the airport (approx. 10 mins) in time for your 
international return flight home.
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Central America we would highly recommend that you get in 
touch with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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curious@joroexperiences.com
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