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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

Best wishes, 



Journey into the extraordinary 
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South America is home to dramatic landscapes, archaeological 
splendours from the past and a dizzying variety of wildlife - the 
largest collection of plant and animal species on earth, in fact. 
For the sheer awe factor, it's hard to top seeing Incan ruins 
through mist-covered cloud forest or spying monkeys and 
toucans in the Amazon jungle. 

It is these attractions that have fascinated travellers from all 
over the world for decades. The first is a wonder of human 
ingenuity and engineering, the ancient citadel of the incas, the 
mysterious lost city of Machu Picchu. The second is a very 
different sort of wonder, one that belongs entirely to the 
natural world, the mighty Amazon Rainforest, the lungs of our 
planet. The last is an isolated group of volcanic islands that 
has taken on almost-mythological status as a showcase of 
biodiversity.  

Embark on a unique journey through South America first 
uncovering the mysteries of the Inca before flying north to 
Ecuador to explore one of the most biodiverse regions of the 
entire Amazon jungle. This ten day itinerary combines the best 
of mainland South America’s natural world with an in-depth 
exploration of one of the most unique ancient cultures in 
history. 

Trip Overview 
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Itinerary Overview 

Title Text

Day Location Hotel Link Notes 

1 Depart for Peru  

1 - 3 The Sacred Valley Sol & Luna Lodge

3 - 4 Machu Picchu Belmond Sanctuary Lodge

4 - 6 Cusco Inkaterra La Casona 

6 - 7 Quito Casa Gangotena

7- 10 The Amazon Napo Wildlife Center

10 Quito  Return flight home

https://www.hotelsolyluna.com/
https://www.belmond.com/hotels/south-america/peru/machu-picchu/belmond-sanctuary-lodge/
https://www.inkaterra.com/inkaterra/inkaterra-la-casona/the-experience/
https://www.casagangotena.com/
https://www.napowildlifecenter.com/
https://www.casagangotena.com/
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The Maras Salt Mines
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The Sacred Valley is a stunning strip of the Andean 
countryside dotted with villages, high-altitude hamlets and 
ruins all linked by trail and railway tracks to one of the 
continent's biggest draw, Machu Picchu. 

Old ways are not forgotten here. Colourful textiles keep the 
past vivid, as do the wild fiestas and carnivals where 
indigenous tradition meets solemn Catholic ritual. A stunning 
landscape careens from Andean peaks to orchid-rich cloud 
forests and Amazon lowlands. Explore it on foot or by bike, 
rafting wild rivers or simply braving the local buses to the 
remote and dust-worn corners of this far-reaching, culturally 
rich department. 

The Sacred Valley 



Upon arrival in Cusco you will be met and privately transferred 
through the Sacred Valley to your accommodation, Sol y Luna 
(approx. 1.5 hrs).  

At an altitude of 2800 m, colours are brilliant: the blue of the 
sky, the red of the earth and a fragmented mosaic created by 
a profusion of flowers. Sol & Luna is inspired by this luminous 
setting and is a paean to the Sacred Valley of the Incas. Its 
architecture is a mix of avant-garde and primitive Peru, its clay 
walls are a backdrop to both contemporary and traditional 
Peruvian art, and its stones, beams and bricks from the valley 
find their natural home here. Its mouthwatering cuisine also 
draws its inspiration from local gastronomy, yet with a 
contemporary twist. Sol & Luna sits at the heart of the sacred 
valley, encircled by the majestic Andes and surrounded by an 
undulating landscape of lush agrarian terraces, pre-Colombian 
ruins and Spanish colonial churches. 

Accommodation: Sol y Luna, Premium Casita                                         

Day One: Arrival

You are encircled by the Andes Mountain Range 

The decor reflects the materials found in the valley 
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The lodge is divided into individual Casitas 

At this altitude colours appear sharper and more vibrant 
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The cuisine is a contemporary twist on authentic Peruvian dishes Each Casita has a private terrace 
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Day Two: The Sacred Valley

The offerings to Mother Earth 

Today you will head out for a day of exploration and discovery 
through the Sacred Valley. You can choose to explore overland 
by mountain bike or enjoy some of the finest white water 
rafting in South America.  

By bike you will explore the archaeological complex of Moray, 
an agricultural “research laboratory” for the Incas, and Maras 
Town. All to the backdrop of the dramatic snow-capped peaks 
of the Vilcabamba and Urubamba cordilleras (mountain 
ranges). The rafting will take you through Urubamba valley on 
class III-IV rapids that are challenging but suitable for 
beginners. Raft through a beautiful canyon enjoying the views 
of the surrounding peaks and the local wildlife. 

Afterwards enjoy a picnic lunch in a  stunning location and 
take part in a very special ceremony of sound and traditional 
offerings to Mother Earth. This ceremony evokes the spirit of 
healing; and involves sacred medicines like Palo Santo, Tayta 
Sayri, Mama Coca, Agua Florida, Condor’s Feathers, 
Grandfather Puma, essences and incenses. Many pre-hispanic 
instruments are used creating a powerful sound that becomes 
a collective prayer. It is a truly invigorating and an amazing 
cross-cultural experience. 

Accommodation: Sol y Luna, Premium Casita                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

The Sacred Valley is home to some of South America’s best rapids 

Explore the high passes by mountain bike 
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Rise early for your short transfer to Ollantaytambo where you 
will catch the Vistadome train that runs to Aguas Calientes, the 
village at the base of Machu Picchu. 

You will disembark around half an hour before reaching Aguas 
Calientes, seemingly in the middle of nowhere. However, a 
short walk down the trackside bank will bring you to the head 
of the KM104 in order to trek the last part of the legendary 
Inca Trail. Your private guide will lead you along this ancient 
trail, approximately 10km in length, this trek can take anything 
between five to eight hours depending on your walking pace 
and the length of time you spend at the sites en-route. At the 
start of the trail are the fascinating ruins of Chachabamba. 
After 8km you will come to the impressive ruins of Winay 
Wayna. Continue another 3km until you come to the Punku 
Sun Gate which will give you your first unforgettable view of 
Machu Picchu shimmering down below. 

Your accommodation for the night is the stylish retreat, 
Belmond Sanctuary Lodge. This is the only hotel located at 
the entrance to Machu Picchu and gives guests the best 
access to the site. It is the perfect place to relax and unwind 
before your early morning exploration of the Lost City. 

Accommodation: Belmond Sanctuary Lodge, Standard Patio 
Rooms                                                                               
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Three: The Inca Trail 

Enjoy the views as you travel through the Sacred Valley by train 

The agricultural terraces of Winay Wayna 

Your first view of Machu Picchu from the Sun Gate 
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Your lodge has the best access to Machu Picchu 

The gardens are often frequented by a variety of different birds Relax at the Belmond’s excellent on site spa The Patio Rooms have a lovely terrace with great views of the mountains 



Machu Picchu - one of the wonders of the world!
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Machu Picchu 

Shrouded by mist and surrounded by lush vegetation and 
steep escarpments, the sprawling Inca citadel of Machu Picchu 
lives up to every expectation. In a spectacular location, it’s the 
most famous archaeological site on the continent, a must for 
all visitors to Peru. Like the Mona Lisa or the pyramids, it has 
been seared into our collective consciousness, though nothing 
can diminish the thrill of being here. This awe-inspiring ancient 
city was never revealed to the conquering Spaniards and was 
virtually forgotten until the early part of the 20th century.  
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Watching the sunrise at Machu Picchu is something you never forget 

Lamas freely roam the siteThe view back from Huayna Picchu mountain

Rise early for your privately guided tour of Machu Picchu. As 
the sunrises over the mountains and burns off the morning 
cloud the full scale of this ancient site reveals itself and the city 
shimmers gold, reflecting the morning sun. Your guided tour 
includes a hike up to Huayna Picchu mountain - this is the 
mountain that overlooks the city and the views are spectacular.  

After a morning of exploration head back to the hotel for 
lunch before departing Machu Picchu in the early evening on 
board the private train heading back to Ollantaytambo. Enjoy 
the privacy of your own carriage as well as a champaign 
reception and an exquisite tasting menu inspired by the 
colours and flavours of Andean culture.  

Upon arrival you will be transferred approximately 1.75 hrs 
back to Cusco and your accommodation, Inkaterra La Casona.  

The first boutique hotel in Cusco, Inkaterra La Casona is 
located in the traditional Plaza de las Nazarenas, surrounded 
by vibrant, cobblestoned streets. This 16th  Century manor 
house has just eleven suites and stands on the old training 
grounds for an elite army of Incas, and had Spanish 
Conquistador Diego de Almagro and ‘Libertador’ Simón 
Bolívar among its illustrious guests. 

Accommodation: Inkaterra La Casona, Balcony Suites                               
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day Four: Machu Picchu
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Inkaterra’s central courtyard 

Many of the original features still remain The unassuming entrance to this 16th century manor 

Your private cabin on the journey back to Ollantaytambo

The Balcony Suite



Cusco - one of South America’s best preserved colonial cities
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Welcome to the navel of the world. The undisputed 
archaeological capital of the Americas, Cusco is the 
continent’s oldest continuously inhabited city and the gateway 
to Machu Picchu. Cosmopolitan Cusco, once capital of the 
Inca Empire, thrives with a measure of contradiction. Ornate 
cathedrals squat over Inca temples, massage hawkers ply the 
narrow cobblestone passages, a rural Andean woman feeds 
bottled water to her pet llama while the finest boutiques sell 
pricey alpaca knits. Visitors to the Inca capital get a glimpse of 
the richest heritage of any South American city. Stroll the Plaza 
de Armas and visit the boutiques and galleries of the San Blas 
Barrio, or climb the surrounding hills and enjoy the view of the 
many thousand terracotta roofs glinting in the sun.

Cusco 
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Pisco - the Peruvian classic 

The city is hemmed in by beautiful mountain scenery Explore charming streets and alleyways 

After breakfast and a relaxing morning exploring at your own 
pace you will be collected from your hotel and taken to Limo 
Restaurant for a contemporary Peruvian/Japanese fusion lunch 
overlooking the main square. Your guide will then take you on 
a walking city tour of Cusco visiting Santo Domingo 
Monastery, the legendary Korikancha (Temple of Gold) and 
the San Blas quarter finishing with a pisco tasting and cocktail 
making experience. 

Accommodation: Inkaterra Hotel, Balcony Suites                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day Five: Cusco

The ancient city will undoubtedly be a highlight of your trip



QUITO 

CUSCO



After an early breakfast you will be collected form your hotel 
and transferred back to Cusco Airport in time for your flight to 
Quito via Lima. On arrival at Quito Airport you will be met and 
privately transferred (approx. 45 mins) into the city and your 
accommodation for the night, Casa Gangotena.  

A delightful 18th-century family mansion come hotel in the 
heart of Old Quito, Casa Gangotena offers a warm welcome 
and personalised service in elegant surrounds, and ticks all the 
boxes for those seeking an intimate, luxury base. Situated in 
Quito’s historical centre, on Plaza San Francisco, Casa 
Gangotena is close to several churches, museums and 
historical buildings as well as serval excellent restaurants 
within walking distance. 

After checking in perhaps take a stroll down to the leafy 
Independence Square and enjoy dinner in one of the local 
restaurants that line it. 

Accommodation: Casa Gangotena, Luxury Room                                       
Meals: Breakfast 

Day Six: Quito  

Casa Gangotena is a charming boutique hotel

The hotel looks out onto the PLaza San Francisco 
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The Luxury Rooms are beautifully appointed 

The wonderful roof-terrace overlooks the square 



AMAZON

QUITO



The raw beauty of the Amazon jungle 
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Named after female warriors of Greek mythology, the Amazon 
is itself a place of near-mythical status. What traveler drawn to 
the wild places of the planet hasn't imagined a trip to the 
Amazon, not only to admire the towering trees, secretive 
wildlife and awesome river, but to enter, in a real sense, the 
very life spring of the planet? Expecting a Discovery Channel–
like experience (jaguars in every tree, anacondas on every 
shore) is however a recipe for disappointment. In fact, the 
Amazon’s quintessential experiences are more sublime than 
superlative: canoeing through a flooded forest, dozing in a 
hammock, waking to the otherworldly cry of howler monkeys. 
On a river whose size is legendary, it’s actually the little things 
that make it special. Give it some time, and the Amazon is all 
this and more.

The Amazon



Howler monkeys provide the soundtrack to your Amazon experience 
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After a leisurely breakfast transfer back to Quito Airport in 
time for your flight into the Amazon rainforest (approx. 30 
mins). On arrival at the small town of Coca you will be met and 
escorted to the dock (approx. 5 mins) where your motorised 
river canoe will be waiting.  

Enjoy a two hour cruise along the Napo River, a tributary of 
the Amazon, before arriving at Napo Wildlife Center entry 
dock. After some time to refresh and use the restroom 
continue your journey into the jungle. This time climb into an 
authentic paddle canoe and enjoy a majestic two hour paddle 
along a thrillingly wild blackwater creek surrounded by trees 
that connects to the lake to the lodge. There will be excellent 
chances to see wildlife such as monkeys and large birds like 
toucans, parrots or even macaws.  

In the late afternoon you will arrive at Napo Wildlife Center. 
After welcome drink and a briefing from the local manager 
take some time to settle into your rooms and relax after your 
journey. Napo Wildlife Center  is a comfortable, secluded 
lodge located within the Parque Nacional Yasuní in Ecuador’s 
Amazon Rainforest. This ecotourism project is 100% owned by 
Añangu’s Kichwa community who make up almost the entire 
lodge staff.   

Accommodation: Napo Wildlife Center, Suite                                      
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Seven: The Amazon

Paddle through a wild blackwater creek to reach your lodge 
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Laze in your hammock and let the wildlife come to you The lodge at sunrise Your private terrace 

Your first view of the lodge The lodge has a fantastic location on a beautiful lake The Suite bedroom 



Spend these two days exploring the Amazon with your private 
naturalist guide. There are number of different walking trails 
and activities on offer for you to choose from. Sit down with 
your guide and run through exactly what you would like to do 
and how to structure each day. 

An early morning visit to the parrot clay lick is not to be 
missed. This is one of the most fascinating displays in the 
natural world as hundreds of parrots and parakeets gather 
here to eat the mineral rich soil, an important part of their diet. 
You can head out in canoes to explore stunning lagoons and 
take early morning or nighttime river cruises in search of 
Jaguars coming to drink from the river and caymans lazing on 
rocks. Nocturnal walks give you the chance to enjoy the 
creatures and sounds of the Amazon Jungle at night. This is an 
incredible experience as the jungle comes alive after sunset 
but make sure to bring your flashlight as the darkness on the 
forest floor is total. Besides learning about the Amazon’s 
incredible animal and plant life it is sometimes the little things 
that make your Amazon experience truly spectacular. Whether 
this be star gazing one of the world’s clearest night skies or 
watching the sunset over the jungle from your canoe. 

Accommodation: Napo Wildlife Center, Suite                                      
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Eight-Nine: The Amazon

Keep an eye out for sloths dangling from overhead branches 

Explore by canoe The sunsetting over the jungle is an incredible sight
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Early morning boat cruises give you best chance of spotting a jaguarThe clay lick draws in all sorts of colourful birds 



HOME

AMAZON



Walking the old town is a wonderful way to spend an evening 
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After an early breakfast you will depart the lodge and head 
back to Coca. First, canoe back to the Napo River keeping 
your eyes peeled for Giant ottars, Monk Saki monkeys and 
other rare birdlife. Transfer to the motorised canoe in order to 
return back to Coca in time for your 30 min flight back to 
Quito.  

You will be met on arrival and privately transferred to the 
international airport in time for your return flight home. 

Meals: Breakfast

Day Ten: Departure  

Sunset over the city 

The colourful domes of Santo Domingo 



Due to the number of days journeying into the Amazon takes 
we wanted to offer an alternative option. Mashpi Lodge is one 
of our favourites in Ecuador and one of National Geographic’s 
unique lodges of the World. The lodge is far more than just a 
five-star hotel in an exquisite location: you are accessing  a 
research station that is at the forefront of rainforest protection. 
Stunningly contemporary and featuring modernist design and 
décor that mixes warm earth tones, steel, stone and glass in 
striking perspectives, Mashpi Lodge makes for a true cocoon 
of luxury in the middle of the forest. 

The advantage of staying at Mashpi is that the lodge is 
located just 3 hrs from Quito in Ecuador’s legendary Mindo 
Cloud Forest. This means you do not need to stay in Quito 
after arriving in Ecuador nor prior to your flight to the 
Galapagos. Also, we would only advise a two night stay at 
Mashpi rather than the four night minimum Napo Wildlife 
Centre requires. If you short on time then taking this option 
would reduce your itinerary to eight days instead of eleven.  

Similar to the Amazon, the cloud forest is a wildlife haven, 
however the there is less chance of spotting the larger 
mammals here. The cloud forest is still home to over 400 bird 
species and some of the finest hiking in Ecuador. Exploring 
the 3,000 acre private Mashpi reserve with your naturalist 
guide is a truly incredible experience. 

Amazon Alternative 

The large windows make the most of the views 

The lodge is nestled high up in the cloud forest No trees were removed during the lodges construction

Peru & Ecuador 28

https://www.mashpilodge.com/
https://www.mashpilodge.com/
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The cloud forest is a special place for wildlife enthusiasts 

There are some stunning waterfalls close a short walk from the lodge Enjoy treks with your private naturalist guide Breakfast with a view 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to South 
America we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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