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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

All the best, 



Socotra has a wild and dramatic coastline ringed by coral reefs 
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In 2015 Yemen’s civil war severed this remote Arabian island’s 
air link to the outside world. However, with the easing of 
tensions, flights have quietly resumed, opening up this 
ecological eden to visitors once again. 

The mysterious and wild island of Socotra, famed for its 
unspoiled natural beauty, lies in the northwest Indian Ocean, 
off the Horn of Africa. Upon reaching the island, with its 
breathtaking virgin landscape, warm climate, pristine white 
sand beaches, mysterious trees, majestic misty mountains and 
vivid coral reefs, it is easy to understand why several ancient 
texts suggest Socotra is the original location of The Garden of 
Eden. Just 80 miles long by 25 miles wide, Socotra ranks 
among the world’s top centres of endemism and is often 
called the “Galápagos of the Indian Ocean.”  

In 2008, UNESCO declared the island a world heritage site. 
No matter where you stand, from sea level to nearly a mile 
high in the central Hajhir Mountains, you’re within sight of 
something found nowhere else on earth. A remote location 
and relatively low human impact have kept the islands’ 
ecosystems in a remarkably pristine condition. This is one of 
the world’s most significant and well-preserved island habitats. 
It is a Noah’s Ark where ancient flora and fauna, as well as 
unique culture and traditions, have survived until the present 
day. 

Socotra
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Hajhir Mountains

Shaub Beach Camp
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Hundred meter tall sand dunes back pristine beaches 

The marine life around Socotra is truly incredible Camel trekking through the mountains 

Spend a week exploring this natural wonder in the company of 
Rob Baldwin, Arabia’s leading whale expert, renowned author 
and marine biologist. We will also be in the company of the 
island’s leading botanist, an excellent ornithologist as well as 
expert local guides. Spend half your time trekking the Hajhir 
mountains observing the unique birds, reptiles, trees and 
plants that are found here. A third of Socotra’s 825 plant 
species, 90% of its reptile species and 95% of its land snail 
species do not occur anywhere else in the world and the 
Hajhir mountains are the richest areas for endemics on the 
island. The umbrella shaped Dragon Blood Trees and the 
striking Adenium Socotranum are not too be missed. It is also 
in the high mountain peaks where the majority of Socotra’s 
192 birds species make their nests. Along the way there will 
opportunities to swim in crystal clear wadis, trek through 
dramatic canyons and meet fascinating local villages that time 
has passed by. 

For the second half of the expedition we will be based at a 
luxury custom built beach camp set up on one of the island’s 
most remote and beautiful beaches. Spend time exploring the 
unique underwater world with our marine biologist and PADI 
Dive Master. The coral reefs here are vibrant and the waters 
are thick with tropical fish and other exciting marine life such 
as turtles, dolphins and whales. If you prefer to stay above the 
waves Socotra is home to some of the finest frontier fishing in 
the world.

Trip Overview 

The cloud shrouded Hajhir Mountains 





After arriving in the capital, Hadibo we will load up our 4x4 
vehicles and drive straight to our first camp on the edge of the 
Hajhir mountains. This is the starting point for a two-day camel 
assisted trek to the heart of the island. 

The following morning, after loading up the camels, the plan 
is to walk into the high reaches of the Hajhir Mountains 
following remote wadis and ancient mountain paths up onto 
the Diksam Plateau. This is a journey into a prehistoric 
landscape, steep sided canyons interspersed with water filled 
pools all set amidst Socotra’s unique mountain flora, including 
2000-3000-year-old Dragon Blood Trees.  

The camels will carry our food, water and kit for the night, 
which will be spent sleeping under the stars or in lightweight 
trekking tents.  By night three, we will have arrived at the 
Diksam Plateau where we will be greeted with a full, mobile 
camp set amidst a forest of ancient Dragon Blood Trees.

Day One - Three 

Refresh in the clear water of a wadi 

A Socotri Bedouin man takes rest under the shade of a Dragon Blood Tree  The dramatic mountain scenery 
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Goats grazing in the shade of the Dragon Blood TreesA Socotri elder in his stone shelter in the remote Shu’ab region
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Day Four - Six 

On the morning of day four you will come down from the 
mountains and head for the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. 
One of the island’s most remote and spectacular beaches is 
located at Shuab and is only accessible by boat. The plan is to 
set up camp there and to use this fabulous location as a base 
for the next three days. 

We will have a number of boats and an expert team including 
a marine biologist and a PADI Dive Master on hand to enable 
us to explore both above and below the water. We will 
provide all the necessary snorkels and masks and/or diving 
equipment to ensure you make the most of your time in one 
of the most unique costal locations in the world.  As with 
everything else on Socotra, the sea life is unique and 
remarkable. You can expect numerous fish species, excellent 
visibility, thriving corals and warm water.  From our beach base 
we will also be able to foray along the coast and inland to 
various points of interest such as the magnificent Hoq Cave. 
You will also be able to spend some time with the local fishing 
communities, all of whom are extremely friendly and 
welcoming. The fishing in Socotra is amongst the best 
‘frontier’ fishing in the world and for those keen anglers, you 
will be able try your hand at catching our supper with a 
Soqotri fishing guide. 

Watch whales breaching off the coast 

Enjoy some of the world’s finest frontier fishing Hoq Cave 

The coral reef is vibrant and thick with tropical fish 
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Watch dolphins leap through the waters The waters are warm and crystal clear 

The spectacular coastline Rolling sand dunes at Zaheq

Humpback whales among others can be seen breaching off shore  



Your camp is backed by towering sand dunes 

Enjoy delicious gourmet food prepared at the camp Enjoy some drinks around the campfire in the evening 
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The Camp 

Your luxury camp is complete with comfortable mattresses, 
wonderful cotton sheets and Arabian rugs.  The camp is 
perfectly suited to the climate and is designed to have no 
impact on this unique environment. Each tent has a ensuite  
tented bathroom, with showers open to the skies, sumptuous 
cotton towels and luxurious toiletries. Our chefs will prepare 
delicious Middle Eastern, North African and Mediterranean 
cuisine on site, using local ingredients. Dinner is a magical 
experience served under the stars, beside a crackling fire and 
at a properly laid table, replete with glasses, china crockery 
and linen tablecloths.

Your luxury beach camp overlooks the water 
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On your seventh day you will leave the beach camp and head 
back to Hadibo for a night in the town’s only hotel and a 
fabulous farewell dinner in a local fish restaurant. 

The next day you will be driven to the airport in time for your 
flight back to Cairo.

Day Seven - Eight 

Dragon’s Blood Trees grow from the rocky mountain face in central Socotra Dramatic cliffs back powder white sandy beaches 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Socotra we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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