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Welcome to Joro Experiences, 

Travelling with us grants you access, not just to places, but 
also to the people who make the world remarkable. We work 
with a network of talented individuals – from seasoned 
explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who will help you 
travel deeper, introducing you to new communities and 
habitats on the ground.  

As travel experts we take great pride in our experiences and 
there is a unique adventure to be found in every trip that we 
plan. Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every journey 
with us is designed around you and your passions. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
memorable experience. 

Best wishes, 



Journey into the extraordinary 
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Ethiopia is like nowhere else on the planet, a beautiful country 
blessed with a peerless history, fabulous wildlife and some of 
Africa's most soulful peoples. One of Africa's most stunning 
countries - its landscapes are epic in both scale and beauty.  

Join us on a unique safari into this historically and culturally 
diverse nation. With a country as large and as fascinating as 
Ethiopia with so many highlights on offer, it can be 
overwhelming trying to fit as much in as possible in an attempt 
to “see it all”. 

This itinerary has been customised to suit individuals who 
enjoy getting off the beaten track, exploring unique 
landscapes and learning about an extraordinary culture and 
history dating back to the very origins of civilisation. 

We will discover some hidden gems as well as visiting some of 
the more well-known and impressive sites of this fascinating 
country. 

Discover Ethiopia
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Itinerary Overview 

Title Text

Day Location Hotel Link Notes 

1 London Depart for Ethiopia  

2 - 5 Simien Mountains Limalimo Lodge 

5 - 7 Lalibela Maribela Lodge 

7 - 10 Gheralta Korkor Lodge 

10 - 13 Bale Mountains Webb Tented Camp 

13 Addis Abba Return flight home 

https://limalimolodge.com/
https://hotelmaribela.com/
https://korkorlodge.com/
https://www.wildexpeditions.co/bale-private-mobile-camp
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“Ethiopia confounds every expectation” 
Philip Briggs



On arrival into Addis Ababa we will connect onto a short  
internal flight to Gondar, arriving mid morning. We will have 
ample time to take a wander around the Fasilides Castles 
complex and also visit Debre Birhan Selassie church before 
having lunch.  

We will then set off on a two hour drive to the Simien 
mountains - with a couple of scenic stops en route. The road is 
in good condition and passes some typical Northern Ethiopian 
townships. Eventually we will arrive at Limalimo Lodge - this is 
our favourite property in Ethiopia and we will be spending the 
next three nights here.  

Perched high up in lush forested hills, Limalimo Lodge 
combines simple luxury and elegant design in a stunning 
setting. This boutique lodge, with only 12 rooms, commands 
spectacular views out over the spires and valleys of the 
national park. With a special focus on conservation and 
sustainability, the lodge strives to demonstrate how 
responsible tourism can be a valuable aid towards the 
preservation of a unique and precious environment. 

After settling in to your rooms head out for a short evening 
walk to special clifftop location where we will enjoy some sun 
downers. 

Accommodation: Limalimo Lodge                                            
Meals: Lunch, Dinner 

Day One: Arrival

Your beautifully designed rooms make the most of the stunning views 

The lodge is situated in the heart of the Simien Mountains 
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The views from the lodge are breathtaking 

Limalimo Lodge perched high up on a ridge 
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Day Two: Simien Mountains

The geladas are accustom to humans allowing for close up wildlife 

The Simien Mountians are without doubt one of Africa’s most 
beautiful ranges. They are in fact one massive plateau, riven 
with gullies and pinnacles, they offer tough but immensely 
rewarding trekking along the ridge that falls sheer to the 
plains far below. It’s not just the scenery that will leave you 
speechless, but also the excitement of sitting among a group 
of gelada baboons, or watching magnificent walia ibex joust 
on rock ledges. These jagged peaks and deep valleys are also 
home to the magnificent Ethiopian wolf and a bearded vulture 
with a three meter wing span. 

After an early breakfast you will be picked up from the lodge 
by two 4x4 vehicles to spend the day exploring this stunningly 
beautiful national park. There will be time spent with the 
geladas as they soak up the early morning sun on the cliff 
edges before setting out on foot to search for the endemic 
and endangered walia ibex and Ethiopian wolf. 

Enjoy a picnic lunch in the park before returning to the lodge 
in the early evening. 

Accommodation: Limalimo Lodge                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Trek the Simien Mountains 

The geladas roam the mountains in huge troops of 50 plus 



Trek through Africa’s most dramatic mountain scenery 
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Today you can either repeat yesterdays excursion in to the 
Park, exploring new areas in search of rare and interesting 
wildlife or you could just do a morning safari returning to the 
lodge for lunch. 

You can then spend your afternoon driving down the Limalimo 
Highway in 4x4 vehicles. This dirt road which winds its way 
down the incredible Simien Escarpmant is well worth a look at 
for it’s engineering, stunning views and the chances to spot 
different wildlife and birds. 

Accommodation: Limalimo Lodge                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Three: Simien Mountains

Keep your eye’s peeled for walia ibex patrolling the ridge line 
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St Giorgis at sunset 

The churches are cut into the rock faceExplore the mysterious churches of Lalibela 

Today we will rise early to drive back to Gondar to catch a 
short flight to Lalibela. Lalibela is history and mystery frozen in 
stone, its soul alive with the rites and awe of Christianity at its 
most ancient and unbending. No matter what you’ve heard 
about Lalibela, no matter how many pictures you’ve seen of its 
breathtaking rock-hewn churches, nothing can prepare you for 
the reality of seeing it for yourself. It’s not only a World 
Heritage site, but truly a world wonder.  

A visit here is undoubtedly one of the outstanding highlights 
of a trip to Ethiopia. On arrival we will transfer by minivan to  
the well known Ben Abebe restaurant for lunch, here we can 
also enjoy the magnificent views across the valleys. 

Spend the afternoon visiting one or two of the clusters of 
churches in the town. Leaving the most renowned St Giorgis 
church until last. 

After exploring St Giorgis minivan transfer back to your hotel 
for dinner. 

Accommodation: Maribela Hotel                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day Four: Lalibela



After an early breakfast, the minivan will take you for an hours 
scenic drive out of town down into one of the many valleys 
surrounding Lalibela. Here we will find one of regions most 
decorative churches. The cave church of Yemrehana Cristos. 

Return to town for a traditional lunch at the Seven Olives 
restaurant followed by a drive up Mount Ashetan to visit the 
Ashetan Monastery and watch the sunset over Lalibela.  

Accommodation: Maribela Hotel                                           
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Five: Lalibela

Today you will journey to Gheralta via Axum. After a short 
flight into Axum spend some time visiting the Stellae field and 
tombs of kings before getting into a minivan to start the three 
hour drive to the distant Gheralta Mountains. The route is 
stunningly scenic and the roads are of a high standard. 

We will stay the night at the stunning Korkor Lodge. Sitting at 
the base of the mountains this lodge has some amazingly 
beautiful views of the massive sandstone cliffs. 

Accommodation: Korkor Lodge                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Six: Gheralta

The pilgrims outside Yemrehana Cristos A great spot to enjoy your morning coffee and watch the sunrise

Gheralta Mountains Korkor Lodge is ideally located close to the Gheralta Mountains 
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The churches here are hidden amongst the landscape

The churches dates back as far as the 4th Century The church interiors are intricately decorated 

Spend today visiting the rock hewn churches that make these 
mountains famous. Hidden within these peaks are 120-odd 
churches. These churches are as intriguing as the landscape is 
beautiful. The Gheralta cluster (about 30) are carved from cliff 
faces, built into pre-existing caves or constructed high atop 
some improbable perch. Getting to some of them may not be 
for the faint-hearted as each usually requires a good uphill 
hike but the views and churches themselves are well worth the 
effort.  

Dating from the 4th and 5th centuries, these ancient carved 
churches are still live today. Although smaller than Lalibela, 
they are more impressive in that the work taken to access the 
cliff tops and dig away the sandstone to create them is simply 
amazing.  

Accommodation: Korkor Lodge                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Seven: Gheralta
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Day Eight: Gheralta

Spend today exploring the mountains visiting more rock hewn 
churches and enjoying the spectacular views. It is also possible 
to stopover at a local Tigrinian homestead and learn about life 
in the dry North. 

Accommodation: Korkor Lodge                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

The church interior 

Not for the faint hearted! Abuna Yemata Guh is the tallest church at 2,580 meters 



THE BALE MOUNTAINS 



The unique scenery of Bale Mountain National Park
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The Bale Mountains National Park is known for its wildlife 
more than any other park in Ethiopia, but it’s also a very 
beautiful place. Approaching from Dodola, ridges to the east 
are punctuated with fortress-like escarpments, standing out 
from the gentler, rounded rock pinnacles to the north, and 
great wildlife watching begins as soon as the road cuts 
through the Gaysay Grassland in the valley between them, 
which is home to Ethiopia's densest concentration of large 
mammals. 

Up in the hills are deep gorges, alpine lakes, rushing streams, 
several waterfalls, lava flows and views that go on almost 
forever. It would probably be as popular as the Simien 
Mountains if it wasn't located in such a remote corner of the 
country. For hikers, nature lovers, birders and wildlife 
watchers, the Bale Mountains National Park is a must. 

The Bale Mountains



Today you will fly south to the Bale Mountains. From the 
airport in Bale, it is about a 1.5 hour drive over rough terrain in 
a 4x4 vehicle up to the Webb Plateau, where our tented camp 
is located. 

The camp sits at 3450 metres and overlooks a beautiful 
waterfall and pond with many endemic birds. From the dining 
room you can sit and watch mountain nyala, Ethiopian wolves, 
and warthogs. You can also find spotted hyena, lion, leopard 
and African wild dog - although these are extremely rare. 

The camp is an entirely canvas affair, and consists of a mess 
tent and sleeping tents. Imported from South Africa, the tents 
are comfortable but basic, with sturdy canvas walls and floors, 
the latter reinforced by thick camping mats. Each tent contains 
double or twin beds, a veranda and en-suite facilities that 
include hot water and a flush-toilet. 

It is truly stunning walking country and activities here are 
geared around looking for and spending time with the Wolves 
in this region.  

Accommodation: Web Tented Camp                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day Nine: Bale Mountains 

Your tented camp 

Enjoy lunches out in the bush The National Park sits more than 3000 meters above sea level 
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Day Ten-Eleven: On Safari 

The rare mountain nyala

Spend these days exploring the Webb Valley by foot and in 
4x4 vehicles looking for wolves and other rare species. This 
region is incredibly biodiverse with an amazing variety of large 
mammals, birdlife and plant-life.  

Visit the Gaysay Grasslands where great herds of nyala and 
reedbuck can be sighted. Wherever the game is the top 
predators follow so there are chances of seeing serval, jackals 
and occasionally, Hyaena down here. 

If the timing works out, we can arrange a visit to a market day 
in Dinsho. You also have the option of doing a drive across the 
Sanetti Plateau. This is a stunningly scenic drive across the 
highest commercial road in Africa with the bulk of the Plateau 
sitsing above 4000 metres. 

Accommodation: Web Tented Camp                                            
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Keep an eye out for the well camouflaged serval 

The Ethiopian wolf 



The flatter grasslands are the ideal hunting grounds for the Ethiopian wolf
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After transferring back to Bale Airport and flying back to Addis 
there will be time to shop and have a last Ethiopian meal at 
one of the many great restaurants in town, before transferring 
to the airport in time for your international flight home early 
the next morning. 

Meals: Breakfast

Day Twelve: Departure 

The bird watching in the National Park is excellent The best view in the house 



Graeme Lemon
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This expedition will be led by expert Ethiopia and wildlife 
guide Graeme Lemon. Born and bred in Zimbabwe, Graeme is 
one of Africa’s most experienced guides. Having gained 
valuable experience guiding in different conditions on a 
number of different continents, Graeme eventually moved into 
Ethiopia in 2011 with the aim of opening up this beautiful 
country for exploration.  

Having been one of the first people to put Ethiopia on the 
map for luxury adventure tourism, we believe that Graeme 
would be the perfect person to lead your expedition. He has 
intimate knowledge of Ethiopia from Tigray and the rock hewn 
churches in the North, to Bale National Park and its fascinating 
endemic species in the South.

Your Guide - Graeme Lemon 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Ethiopia we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available 
options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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