
The Big Cats of India  
 November - April  



Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring India with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Trip Overview 

India is home to two of the rarest and most majestic 
animals on our planet. The first is the Bengal Tiger, the 
national symbol of India since the 25th century BCE. The 
second is perhaps the most illusive of the big cats, the 
legendary grey ghost of the Himalayas, the snow 
leopard. 

This trip will take you from the hot lowland jungles of 
Ranthambhore National Park to deep inside the frozen 
heart of India’s western Himalayas, to altitudes of over 
13,000 feet. This is a safari adventure like no other and 
will give you an appreciation for the diversity and beauty 
of this incredible sub-continent.  

There will also be opportunities to explore your spiritual 
side by visiting the exquisite monasteries of Ladakh, the 
home of the lamas. Along the way sample the wellness 
and spa treatments that India is famous for. Enjoy 
morning yoga sessions to purify and rebalance the mind 
before heading out in search of one the world’s rarest 
creatures. 
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An overnight flight will take you to one of India’s most 
beautiful cities, the pink city of Jaipur. Enthralling, 
historical Jaipur, Rajasthan’s capital, is the gateway to 
India’s most flamboyant state. The city’s colourful, chaotic 
streets ebb and flow with a mix of old and new. 
Careering buses dodge dawdling camels, leisurely cycle-
rickshaws frustrate swarms of motorbikes, and 
everywhere buzzing autorickshaws watch for easy prey. In 
the midst of this mayhem, the splendours of Jaipur’s 
majestic past are islands of relative calm evoking a 
different pace and another world. 

After arrival and check in to your opulent 
accommodation, Rambagh Palace, visit the City Palace 
home to the former royal family. Here we have arranged 
for you to have a private tour of the ceremonial areas. 
After the tour head back to the hotel where you will be 
treated to a special private dinner in the stunning 
gardens. 

Day 1
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This splendid palace was once the Jaipur home of 
Maharaja Man Singh II and his glamorous wife Gayatri 
Devi. Veiled in hectares of manicured gardens, the hotel 
commands fantastic views across immaculate lawns. The 
hotel is also home to a world class spa offering a range 
treatments that befit the royalty that used to live here. 

Rambagh Palace 
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Day 2 

Take a morning trip to visit the fairytale Amber Fort that 
sits just outside the city of Jaipur. This magnificent fort 
comprises an extensive palace complex, built from pale 
yellow and pink sandstone, and white marble, and is 
divided into four main sections, each with its own 
courtyard.  

After exploring the complex you will be driven four hours 
to Ranthambhore National Park and your luxury boutique 
camp.
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Ranthambhore National Park

This famous national park is one of the best places in the 
world to spot wild tigers. Comprising 1334 sq km of wild 
jungle scrub hemmed in by rocky ridges, at its centre is 
the 10th-century Ranthambhore Fort. Scattered around 
the fort are ancient temples and mosques, hunting 
pavilions, crocodile-filled lakes and vine-covered chhatris 
(burial tombs). The park was a maharajas’ hunting ground 
until 1970, a curious fifteen years after it had become a 
sanctuary. 

Today the park is a heavily protected national reserve 
and is home to more than sixty tigers. Spotting them, 
however, is not easy due to their shy nature and 
incredible ability to camouflage themselves in the jungle. 
It is important to remember however that the park is 
home to plenty of other wildlife including, leopards, 
crocodiles, jackals, sambar deer and some 300 species of 
bird. 
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Aman-I-Khás

A Mughal-style tented camp, Aman-I-Khás is located in a rugged brushwood forest on the edge of Ranthambhore 
National Park. The camp’s ten expansive tents overlook a beautiful jungle landscape that is home to abundant wildlife. 
Positioned to ensure utmost privacy, the tents offer soaring living spaces decorated with classic furnishings. 

The camp also has some excellent spa and wellness facilities. Centred around a bubbling fountain, the spa’s two 
treatment rooms feature holistic therapies distilled from millennia of experience in the healing arts. Multi-sensory 
journeys of traditional Ayurvedic wisdom are offered alongside rejuvenating massages. Outdoor yoga sessions 
revitalise, and the lounger-lined pool is modelled on the area’s ancient step wells.  
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Days 3-5
Spend your days here enjoying morning and afternoon 
private tiger safaris in open top four wheel drive vehicles. 
Visit Ranthambhore Fort, one of India’s oldest, as well as 
Khandar Fort, perhaps the country’s most dramatic. You 
can also take camel safaris through villages on the parks 
outskirts or enjoy bird-watching treks in the lush Banas 
riverbed.  

When you’re not out exploring the glorious national park 
you can relax by the pool or spend some time at the 
world class spa.
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Today travel back to Jaipur Airport before taking a 
domestic flight north to Ladakh via Delhi (approx. 5 hrs). 

You will spend two and half days in Leh, to help you 
acclimatise to the dizzying heights (11,400 feet), before 
climbing even higher in search of snow leopards. 

These days, however, will not be wasted, on the morning 
of day seven meet with staff from the Snow Leopard 
Conservancy for a briefing on the history of snow leopard 
conservation in Ladakh with insight given into the current 
threats to the animals and the strategy adopted to 
combat them. In the afternoon visit Thiksey monastery, 
this picturesque temple, perched high on a hill above the 
river Indus, is the home of the incarnate lamas and 
commands some spectacular views of the valley.   

The next day take a drive east to the point where the 
Indian mainland collided with and drove under the 
Asiatic landmass. There is some incredibly dramatic 
scenery here even by Ladakhi standards and also some 
opportunities to spot wildlife such as golden eagles, 
Tibetan partridge and the bearded vulture.

Days 6-8 
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Ladakh

Spectacularly jagged, arid mountains enfold this magical 
Buddhist ex-kingdom. Picture-perfect monasteries 
dramatically crown rocky outcrops amid whitewashed 
stupas and mani walls. Colourful fluttering prayer flags 
share their spiritual messages metaphorically with the 
mountain breeze. Prayer wheels spun clockwise release 
more merit-making mantras. Monastery interiors are 
colourfully awash with the murals and statuary of 
countless bodhisattvas. 

Nestled high up in the Himalayas with dramatic mountain 
scenery at every turn is Leh. Very few cities are at once so 
traveller-friendly and yet so enchanting and hassle-free 
as mountain-framed Leh. Dotted with stupas and 
crumbling mudbrick houses, the Old Town is dominated 
by a dagger of steep rocky ridge topped by an imposing 
Tibetan-style palace and fort. Leh’s a place that’s all too 
easy to fall in love with – but take things very easy on 
arrival as the altitude requires a few days' acclimatisation.
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The Grand Dragon is the perfect accommodation for 
anyone setting foot for the first time into Ladakh, both in 
terms of the comforts necessary to acclimatise to the 
altitude and also because of its central location in the 
capital of Leh. Opened in 2007, The Grand Dragon, one 
of the first luxury hotels in Ladakh, is owned and 
operated by the Abdu family from Leh, who have more 
than 40 years of experience welcoming visitors to this 
beautiful region.

Grand Dragon Hotel
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This morning begin your journey into snow leopard 
country. Drive west, following the Indus until it meets the 
Zanskar river at the small town of Nimmu, then turn 
north. The landscape will start to change as you climb 
higher and higher, mountains will grow bigger and the 
scenery more dramatic. Your guides will be constantly  
scanning the hillsides and ridge tops for any silhouette as 
this is prime Ibex territory.  

2-3 hours after leaving Leh you will arrive at the Snow 
Leopard Lodge located in the small village of Ulley. After 
arrival settle in and enjoy a welcome lunch. Take the rest 
of the day to relax, adjust to the increased altitude 
(13,000 feet) and meet your guides.

Day 9
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Snow Leopard Lodge is the only dedicated wildlife lodge 
in Ladakh. It began life as a homestay owned by one of 
Ladakh’s top snow leopard trackers, Tchewang Norbu. A 
program initiated by the Snow Leopard Conservancy led 
to the purchase and renovation of the home. By 
establishing a permanent lodge built to a high standard 
they aim to draw tourism to the region and use the 
money this generates to aid their conservation efforts 
and help preserve snow leopards and their ecosystem.  

The lodge also offers guests some stunning views back 
down the valley and of the high mountains surrounding 
it. You are almost certain to see Ibex from the warmth of 
the lodge and if you are lucky you can spot other wildlife 
such as the wolf, Himalayan fox and perhaps even a 
snow leopard. Over the last two seasons (November - 
April) they have recorded some of the highest success 
rates of any snow leopard tracking operation, with 
sightings occurring on 75% of trips.  

Snow Leopard Lodge
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This area has only recently been developed for snow 
leopard tracking and has quickly gained a reputation not 
just for the unusually high numbers of snow leopards but 
as one of the best areas to see ibex, urial, wolf, 
Himalayan fox, bearded and Himalayan griffon vultures 
and golden eagles. However it still remains relatively free 
of tourism and the chaos that has enveloped the other 
major snow leopard destination - Rumbak.  

Spend these days exploring the area on foot and by 
SUV’s with Norbu your snow leopard tracker and spotter. 
Norbu is something of a local legend, his entire being 
seems to be narrowed down to the field of his binoculars 
and his ability to track and find snow leopards is second 
to none. Norbu is in constant contact with his team of 
trackers and local people who all help him to narrow 
down the location of the ‘Grey Ghost’. There will also be 
plenty of opportunities for you to ask Norbu about local 
life and customs.

Days 10-15
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The Grey Ghost of the Himalayas 
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Day 16-17 

After one last morning excursion, say goodbye to your 
guides and hosts, and drive back down to Leh. If there is 
time on the way you can stop off at Alchi Gompa, one of 
the regions oldest monasteries dating back to the 11th 
century.  

After arriving back in Leh, spend one more night back at 
the Grand Dragon Hotel before catching the morning 
flight back home. 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to the India we would highly recommend that you get in touch with 
us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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