
Plane Skiing Alaska 
March - May 



Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring the Alaskan outback with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Overview 

The recently built Tebay Lodge sits on a chain of lakes in 
the heart of Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, surrounded 
by 13 million acres of true wilderness.  

These mountains are big, wild, and remote. This is 
possibly the best opportunity for lodge-based ski touring 
in all of Alaska — with access right out the back door to 
5000 vertical feet of relief. Each day we have the option 
of ski touring right from the lodge, using snowmobiles to 
access drainages further down the lake, or the ultimate 
— ski plane accessed ski touring using the Super Cubs 
and Otter.  

The Tebay Lodge Ski Week includes six nights at the 
lodge, with five days of guided skiing. Each day will be 
planed based on weather conditions and with 4 planes, a 
fleet of snowmobiles and one of the largest wilderness 
regions in the world at your fingertips you aren’t going to 
be short of things to do.  
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Alaska’s Mount St. Elias is bigger than Everest.  
It comes down to this: Everest starts higher. If you took St. Elias -- 17,000 

vertical feet of solid rock -- and set it up on the plateau among the 
Himalayas -- it would be twice as high as Everest.



Terrain

Tebay Lodge sits on the banks of a 3 mile long chain of 
lakes, the Tebay Lakes, in the Eastern Chugach 
Mountains of Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 

While the lodge sits at an elevation of only 2000', 
altitudes take on a new meaning in Alaska, where you 
can literally ski to the ocean. Peaks in the immediate 
vicinity rise to 7000', with higher peaks a short flight 
away. Low altitude oxygen, high altitude terrain. 

These mountains offer a wide variety of terrain for skiers 
of all interests. Perfect ski touring peaks, north facing 
glacier descents, steep couloirs, featured glacial 
moraines, and even some tree skiing — a rarity in Alaska. 

One of the best features of Tebay, is low light terrain 
options. While weather days shut down many Alaskan 
skiing operations completely, no matter what the 
weather, you can always get out touring at Tebay. 
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Tebay Lodge 
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DAY 01  

Morning hotel pickup in Anchorage. It's about a four 
hour drive to the town of Chitna, Alaska. From here we 
load up the planes for a 15 minute flight into the lodge.  

Get settled in, dinner and welcome orientation.

The Program
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DAY 2 - 6 

After a brief companion rescue/mountain skills review, 
enjoy full days of ski touring in the heart of Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park. 

Using the Super Cub planes and an Otter we can explore 
mountains close to the lodge and also travel out to the 
coast for some summit to sea descents. With such a 
large area at our disposal there are endless first descents 
and new lines to be carved into this vast National Park.  
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When not skiing enjoy flying low through the mountains 
in the Super Cubs. Go for an acrobatic session in the sky 
or take the planes down the valley to explore the pristine 
rivers and forests. 

If you would rather stay closer to home take the 
snowmobiles up into the mountain and if you have the 
energy enjoy some world class climbing. 

What Else?
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Day 7  

Morning flight back to Chitna, return to Anchorage. 
Outbound flights from Anchorage should be scheduled 
no earlier than 8pm on this evening.

The End
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Built to a beautiful rustic modern standard, Tebay's guest 
accommodations are comprised of the main lodge, two 
warm and cozy yurts, and a beautifully renovated original 
hunting cabin. Tebay can sleep 9 guests in total however 
with only 3 rooms there is a need for guests to share. 

The wood fired hot tub is stoked and ready for when you 
get back from a big day of ski touring. The warm sauna 
provides an excellent shower, and bathrooms consist of a 
washroom in the main lodge, and simple but nicely kept 
outhouse buildings. 

This is an outpost lodge and as such should not be 
compared with a 5 star hotel. 

The Lodge  
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Your Guide 
Tyler Reid  

Tyler has skied, climbed, and guided around the world, 
and specializes as a human-powered ski guide, leading a 
diverse array of programs in the Pacific Northwest, 
Canada, and Alaska, with annual expeditions to Chile, 
Antarctica, Japan, and Russia. He grew up on 
Washington’s Olympic Peninsula, introduced to 
backcountry skiing in the Olympic Mountains at the age 
of 13. Tyler founded Pacific Alpine Guides in 2011, with a 
vision of creating inspiring programs in remote 
mountains around the world. 

He is an AMGA Certified Ski Guide, has AIARE Level 3 
avalanche training, and is an AIARE Level 2 course 
leader. He is a G3 Gear and BCA athlete and has 
pioneered numerous first descents in the Olympic 
Mountains and Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 
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Your Lead Pilots 

Jay Claus 

The third generation of the flying Claus clan, Jay comes 
by his skills naturally. While following in his grandfather 
and father's footsteps, Jay is also making his own mark 
as a talented craftsman, outdoorsman and athlete. 

Ben Gray 

A born and raised Alaskan, Ben also comes from a family 
rich in aviation history. Learning to fly from his father 
when he was just 14 years old, Ben soon after bought his 
own small plane and has since spent over half his life at 
the controls.

!19



“It’s called the Alaska Factor,” 

“Everything is bigger, larger, greater – and tougher than it looks. It doesn’t matter 
who you are or what you’ve done,  if you come here, you’ll contend with the 

Alaska Factor.” 



You will have 3 Piper PA-18 Super Cub planes at your disposal. Each plane - Alpha, Tango and Brazo Kilo 
have their own story and each have been built with Alaskan back country in mind.  

From landing on 10m runways to taking off from the slope of a mountain these are the perfect tools for 
getting around this remote wilderness. 

As Paul (the owner) says “It is the closest thing to a pair of wings that you can strap on.”

The Super Cubs
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The Otter 

1957 de Havilland DHC-3 Otter  
2001 turbine conversion 
8 Seater 

One of the world’s premier bush planes, the Otter will 
take you and your group across the sky in comfort. 

The Otter is the closest thing in the Claus family to a 
magic carpet. It seats eight spaciously, with headsets, 
providing stunning views and can rival the Cubs for take 
off and landing abilities. 

By including the otter in your fleet you can travel further 
and quicker and go deeper into the wilderness than any 
skiers have before. 
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Optional Extras 

Premium medical evacuation services  

Photographer for the expedition 

Videographer and drone pilot for the expedition  

Video editing service upon return  

Custom made photo albums  

Satellite internet services for video and blog updates  

Custom made website for updates to supporters  

Branded equipment  

Helicopter services  

Custom built itinerary for after the expedition  

Prices on request  
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Qualifications

We welcome skiers from a wide range of backgrounds, ages, and experience levels. For the safety and success of the 
group, as well as your own enjoyment, it is important that you come to the Wrangells physically and mentally prepared 
for adventure skiing in a big mountain environment: 

• You should be an advanced skier, comfortable on black diamond terrain, in a wide range of off-piste snow conditions  

• Excellent physical fitness is required. A typical day of touring at Tebay Lodge involves 3500-5000 vertical feet of 
ascent, mostly in the form of skinning, often with additional total descent on ski plane days. 

• You should have previous backcountry skiing experience. It is important that you are comfortable with your gear, 
transitions, and ski touring skills like uphill kick turns and using ski crampons.  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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to Alaska we would highly recommend that you get in touch with us 
at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure availability of both accommodation and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the available options with you and make a decision on the best course of 
action to ensure a thrilling trip to this amazing country. 
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curious@joroexperiences.com
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