
Sudan  
& 

Ethiopia



Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring Sudan and Ethiopia with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Trip Overview 

This epic 12 day helicopter safari through Northeast 
Africa reveals two of the continents less travelled but 
most incredible countries. By using a helicopter you can 
experience the very best of these two nations without 
spending days crossing deserts on poor roads, trapped 
inside hot cars.  

Both Sudan and Ethiopia are home to some of the most  
stunning and dramatic landscapes in the world. They are 
countries rich in history and culture, furthermore the 
people that live here are both fascinating and some of 
the friendliest on the continent. Combining these factors 
together into one trip makes for a truly incredible and 
unique African experience, one that you will never 
forget.
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Sudan

While the pyramids of Egypt may be the most famous in 
the world, they’re not the only pyramids in Northern 
Africa. Sudan happens to be home to its own set of 
incredibly impressive, ancient structures: the Meroe 
pyramids. 

Among Sudan's sweeping hills of sand lie treasures the 
rest of the world are only just beginning to discover. This 
5 day helicopter adventure through Sudan offers you the 
chance to explore these hidden gems while sleeping in 
the best possible hotels and tented camps. Visit the key 
sites of the incredible ancient civilisation of Sudan, 
spending time at the ancient monuments and pyramids 
around Jebel Barkal, visiting the stunning Royal 
Necropolis at Meroe and the impressive site of Naga. 

Cross foreboding desert landscapes by helicopter, visit 
perfectly preserved ancient ruins and meet local 
Sudanese, who all agree are among the friendliest and 
most hospitable people on Earth. 
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Built where the Blue and White Niles meet, Khartoum 
defies expectations. It's a boisterous, modern, flashy city 
with an ever-increasing number of glass tower blocks 
altering its skyline.  

On your first full day in the city take a boat trip to the 
confluence of the Nile, where the Blue and White Niles 
meet. If you are visiting on a Friday you can also visit the 
Hamed al Nil mosque where there is a gathering of 
Whirling Dervishes in the afternoon. This is a religious 
dance to achieve the wisdom and love of God and would 
undoubtedly be the highlight of your time in the capital.  

There is also a fantastic Archaeological Museum housing 
many ancient artefacts of the Nubian empire. If you cross 
the river and enter Omdurman, the old capital, you can 
visit the colourful Omdurman Souq. This famous market, 
the largest in the country, is abuzz with noise, activity and 
colour, and a couple of hours' exploration is bound to 
turn up all manner of surprises. 

Accommodation: Corinthia Hotel

Day 1: Khartoum
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Corinthia Hotel Khartoum is the top accommodation in 
the city with state-of-the-art facilities and unrivalled 
service. This 5 star hotel is situated on Nile Road; 
surrounded by extensive gardens, Nile Banks and is 
opposite Tutti Island offering stunning views of the Nile. 
The airport is just ten minutes' drive, and the National 
Museum of Sudan is within walking distance. 

The rooms are comfortable with all the amenities one 
would expect from a 5 star hotel. The Nile view rooms 
offer exceptional vistas of the Blue Nile.  

Corinthia Hotel Khartoum 
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Day 2: Soleb and Kerma 

After an early breakfast, board the waiting helicopter and 
begin your journey north into the heart of the Nubian 
Desert. Fly towards Dongola and then on to the ancient 
town of Soleb located north of the 3rd Cataract of the 
Nile. 

Take some time here to visit the fabulous Temple of 
Soleb, built in the 14th century BC by Amenhotep III, the 
same pharaoh who gave us Luxor in Egypt. It features a 
sanctuary and a hypostyle hall that consists of massive 
columns with elaborately carved capitals and splendid 
relief carvings. 

Next journey south to the ancient town of Kerma to visit 
the majestic deffufa and the Museum. Kerma, once the 
capital of the Kingdom of Kush, is one of the oldest 
inhabited towns in Africa and a place of immense 
historical importance.The Kings of Kerma once built two 
monumental mud-brick temples, known as deffufa; the 
oldest, and arguably largest, mud-brick buildings on the 
continent.  

Accommodation: Nubian Rest House
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The Nubian Rest House is a charming boutique hotel 
with 22 A/C twin rooms, a delicious restaurant and a 
pleasant veranda where you can relax and enjoy the 
wonders of the Nubian night sky. The rest house is 
tastefully decorated throughout with well trained staff 
providing excellent service.

Nubian Rest House 
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Day 3: Jebel Barkal

Today head out by car to explore the UNESCO world 
heritage sites of Jebel Barkal and the royal cemetery of 
El Kurru and the Pyramids at Nuri. 

Jebel Barkal is the Nubian mount Olympus and their 
religious heart. At the base of this stunning red 
sandstone mountain lies a large temple dedicated to the 
Pharaohs of the new region and their patron, Amon. 
Besides the temple ruins are several impressive ram 
sculptures as well as intricate carvings on the mountain 
wall.  

At El Kurru there are remains of dozens of tombs. Two 
tombs, dating back to the 7th century BC, containing 
wonderfully preserved paintings, can still be entered 
down a flight of stairs cut out of the rock. 

At Nuri, across the river from Jebel Barkal, there are 
some delightfully dilapidated pyramids – among the 
largest in Sudan – lost among a stormy sea of orange 
sand. Dating from around the 7th century BC, these are 
both the oldest and largest pyramids in Sudan.  

Accommodation: Nubian Rest House   
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Day 4: The Pyramids of Meroe

After breakfast get back into the helicopter for a flight 
deep into the heart of the Bayuda Desert to visit the 
Atrun Crater. Here nomads gather to harvest salt from 
the edge of green pools. 

Continue on to Meroe, arriving in time for lunch. First 
spend some time in the ancient Royal City. This was once 
the seat of power for the rulers of the Kingdom of Kush. 
They ruled a kingdom that stretched from the 
Mediterranean right into the heart of central Africa. Most 
of the area where the city is located, formed by many 
small hills covered by red clay fragments, has still to be 
excavated by the archaeologists.   

End the day by exploring the Pyramids of Meroe. These 
ancient structures make up the Royal Necropolis of 
Meroe. Seemingly lost under the folds of giant sand 
dunes, this ancient royal cemetery, with its clusters of 
narrow pyramids blanketing the sand-swept hills, is one 
of the most spectacular sights in eastern Africa. Like their 
cousins in ancient Egypt, the Meroe pyramids served as 
tombs for kings and queens. 

Accommodation: Meroe Camp 
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The camp is located in Bagarwyia, about 230km north of 
Khartoum, overlooking the amazing Royal Necropolis. 
The camp is made up of 22 twin bedded tents all with 
shaded verandas and comfortable chairs, great for 
reading or simply relaxing and drinking in the stunning 
views of the desert and the pyramids.

Meroe Camp
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There are more pyramids in one small 
section of the northern Sudanese desert 

than there are in the whole of Egypt.



After spending some more time strolling around the 
pyramids and possibly taking a camel ride, begin the 
journey back to Khartoum. Using the helicopter fly south 
stopping off on the way at the impressive sites of Naga 
and Mussawarat.  

Naga consists of a large and well-preserved temple of 
Amun dating from the 1st century CE. Notable features 
include a hypostyle hall with splendid columns and 
hieroglyphics and a row of statues representing rams. 
Very close by is the Lion Temple. Dating from the same 
period, this temple is dedicated to the lion-headed god 
Apedemak and has wonderful exterior carvings depicting 
the temples creators, King Natakamani and Queen 
Amanitore. A few meters away there is a small odd 
construction with arches and columns, named ‘kiosk’ in 
which we can see Roman, Greek and Egyptian styles all 
at the same time. 

Eventually you will arrive back in Khartoum at the 
Corinthia Hotel where you can spend some time relaxing 
after you epic desert journey. 

Accommodation: Corinthia Hotel 

Day 5: Mussawarat & Naga
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SUDAN 

ETHIOPIA



Ethiopia 

Ethiopia is like nowhere else on the planet, a beautiful 
country blessed with a peerless history, fabulous wildlife 
and some of Africa's most soulful peoples. Its landscapes 
are epic in both scale and beauty.  

On this 6 day helicopter safari through the best of 
Ethiopia you will trek more than 3000m above sea level 
to visit the incredible rock hewn churches of Tigray with 
only monkeys and vultures for company. Then descend 
and visit the lowest place on the African continent, the 
mesmerisingly desolate Danakil Depression, peppered 
with an astonishing 25% of Africa’s active volcanoes. In 
between, there are lush highlands and stirring deserts, 
vertiginous canyons and sweeping savannah, vast lakes 
and high plateaus. 
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Day 6: Simien Mountains

After breakfast at the Corinthia Hotel transfer to 
Khartoum Airport for your international flight to Ethiopia. 
After flying into Gondar Airport continue on toward the 
Unesco World Heritage listed Simien Mountains National 
Park. 

This is without doubt one of Africa’s most beautiful 
ranges. The Simien Mountians are in fact one massive 
plateau, riven with gullies and pinnacles, they offer tough 
but immensely rewarding trekking along the ridge that 
falls sheer to the plains far below. It’s not just the scenery 
(and altitude) that will leave you speechless, but also the 
excitement of sitting among a group of gelada baboons, 
or watching magnificent walia ibex joust on rock ledges. 
These jagged peaks and deep valleys are also home to 
the magnificent Ethiopian wolf and a bearded vulture 
with a 3 meter wing span. 

Spend the day with a local guide exploring the national 
park in search of unique wildlife, much of which is 
endemic to this region. 

Accommodation: Limalimo Lodge 
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Perched high up in lush forested hills, Limalimo Lodge 
combines simple luxury and elegant design in a stunning 
setting. This boutique lodge, with only 12 rooms, 
commands spectacular views out over the spires and 
valleys of the national park. The lodge also has minimal 
environmental impact on the local area, further to this it 
promotes sustainable tourism and provides new 
opportunities for the local community. 

Limalimo Lodge 
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Today you will take your helicopter to the Tigray region 
by way of the dramatic Tekeze gorge, one of the world’s 
deepest - over 2000ft in places. The most striking 
turquoise blue river flows through this dramatically 
eroded and barren world.  

The landscapes of northern Tigray seem to spring from 
some hard-bitten African fairy tale. The luminous light 
bathes scattered sharp peaks that thrust into the sky out 
of a sandy, rolling semidesert. 

Hidden within these peaks are 120-odd churches. These 
churches are as intriguing as the landscape is beautiful. 
The Tigrayan churches are carved from cliff faces, built 
into pre-existing caves or constructed high atop some 
improbable perch – getting to some of them may not be 
for the faint-hearted, but getting there is almost always 
half the fun.  

During your time here you can also take a helicopter 
excursion to the incredible Danakil Depression. 

Accommodation: Korkor Lodge  

Day 7-9: Tigray & Gheralta
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Lying 100m below sea level the Danakil Depression is 
about the hottest and most inhospitable place on earth. 
In fact it’s so surreal that it doesn’t feel like part of earth 
at all. It’s a place where bubbling volcanoes light up the 
night sky, sulphurous mounds of yellow contort into 
other-worldly shapes, and mirages of camels cross lakes 
of salt. If you want genuine, raw adventure, few corners 
of the globe can match this overwhelming wilderness.

Danakil Depression
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Title Text Set on a rise southwest of Megab, this beautiful property 
is made up of 8 stone cottages built from local materials 
(sandstone walls, olive-wood floors, eucalyptus ceilings) 
and each offers fabulous views of the surrounding 
Gheralta Mountains from their private terrace. As part of 
the project the owners have planted 4500 trees around 
the lodge, turning this place in to a real oasis.

Korkor Lodge 
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Day 10: Harar

After breakfast, board the helicopter and fly southeast 
toward the city of Harar. World Heritage–listed Harar is a 
place apart. With its 368 alleyways squeezed into just 1 
sq km, it’s more reminiscent of Fez in Morocco than any 
other city in the Horn. Its countless mosques and shrines, 
animated markets, crumbling walls and charming people 
will make you feel as if you’ve floated right out of the 
21st century. It’s the east’s most memorable sight and 
shouldn’t be missed.  

As if that wasn’t enough, in the evening you will have the 
chance to get up close and personal with wild hyenas. 
The longstanding tradition of feeding meat to wild 
spotted hyenas has stood since the 1960’s. 
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In the morning, using the helicopter for the final time, fly 
west toward the capital of Ethiopia Addis Ababa.  

Addis Ababa, now the forth largest city in Africa, is a 
mixing pot of cultures and bizarre combinations of past 
and present. Italian fascist buildings sit alongside 
luxurious high rise hotels; priests in medieval robes mix 
with African bureaucrats and wandering minstrels singing 
songs that are centuries old. Addis is also one of the best 
places in the country to sample Ethiopian food, and has 
some wonderful museums.  

Spend the day wondering the streets and the evenings in 
a traditional song house or jazz bar. 

The next day you will transfer to the International Airport 
in order to catch your return flight home. 

Accommodation: Sheraton Hotel  

Day 11-12: Addis Ababa
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Located in the heart of the Ethiopian capital, safely 
nestled between the National Palace and the Prime 
Minister’s residence, the Sheraton Addis sits on a hilltop 
overlooking the city with plunging views and acres of 
space.  

All the hotels 295 rooms are elegantly designed with 
traditional African influences and all the modern luxury 
amenities one would expect.

Sheraton Hotel 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Sudan and Ethiopia we would highly recommend that 
you get in touch with us at the earliest opportunity so 
that we can ensure availability of both accommodation 
and transport throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the 
available options with you and make a decision on the 
best course of action to ensure a thrilling trip to this 
amazing country. 
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