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Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring Chad with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Trip Overview 

Chad has always been a place where travellers wave 
goodbye to their comfort zone and say hello to 
adventure.  

This trip certainly embraces this sentiment, as it centres 
around the fascinating Gerewol Festival. After the annual 
rains, the nomadic Wodaabe people gather for a unique 
celebration known as the Gerewol. This is a festival full of 
colour and has to be considered one of the most 
fascinating cultural experiences in the whole of Africa. It 
is a true privilege to be able to witness the age old 
traditions of the Wodaabe and join them as they 
celebrate the Gerewol Festival by feasting, singing, 
dancing and engaging in courtship.  

The festival, in its essence, is a beauty pageant, although 
one with a twist, as it is the men that are judged by 
women. The real highlight of this 8 day trip is the 
spectacular way in which the young Wodaabe men 
decorate themselves with make-up and jewellery to 
impress a prospective partner. Spend 5 days camping at 
the festival where you can fully immerse yourselves in the 
local culture on what is a truly unique and memorable 
African experience. 
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After arrival in N’Djamena, the capital of Chad, transfer 
to the hotel and take the day to relax after your flight. 

You will be staying at the Hilton N’Djamena. Overlooking 
the Chari River this is the premier accommodation in the 
city. This 5 star hotel is close to local attractions such as 
the N’Djamena market and each room features a private 
balcony, free Wi-Fi and an HDTV. The Hotel also includes 
a spa, an elegant bar, 5 restaurants, an outdoor pool and 
fitness centre as well as a golf course. 

Day 1: N’Djamena 
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Camping in the Sahel is simple and often uncomfortable. 
You face temperatures that can get up to the mid 40 
degree celsius mark, high humidity and voracious 
mosquitoes. Night time temperatures are much more 
manageable so sleeping is not to uncomfortable.  All 
equipment is top of the line and will be provided, as well 
as people to set up and dismantle the camp and cook 
your meals.  

During your time following the festival there will be 
limited bathroom facilities. Instead of gushing showers 
you will have to survive 5 nights on 1 litre of cold water 
with which to wash yourself with. This is an expedition 
into the heart of a culture, not a holiday. 

Be Prepared for Camping 
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The Bororo - Wodaabe - Fulanii

The Wodaabe are a sub group of The Fulani, the largest 
nomadic group in the world, stretching from the Atlantic 
coast of Senegal to western Ethiopia. They are known for 
their beauty (both men and women), elaborate attire and 
rich cultural ceremonies. They have a high degree of 
mobility, moving on average every three days, making 
use of the limited resources scattered through this arid 
land. 

Their lives are centred on the herds of long-horned Zebu 
cattle, and they migrate according to the seasons to find 
pasture. Groups of several dozen relatives, typically 
several brothers with their wives, children and elders, 
travel on foot, donkey or camel, and stay at each grazing 
spot for a couple of days. The Wodaabe are very 
traditional following a strict code of behaviour. The 
Wodaabe place great emphasis on reserve, modesty, 
patience, fortitude, care, forethought and loyalty. Parents 
are not allowed to talk directly to their two first born 
children, who will often be cared for by their 
grandparents. During daylight, husband and wife cannot 
hold hands or speak in a personal manner with each 
other. 
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This is the core of the trip. We will set out from 
N’Djamena driving through the Sahel, to join the festival.  

Possibly Africa’s most spectacular tribal festival. Every 
year, after the rainy season, the nomadic Bororo people, 
with roots lost in prehistoric time will come together. The 
Gerewol is an annual courtship ritual competition among 
the Wodaabe Japto clan of Western Chad. Young men 
dressed in elaborate ornamentation and made up in 
traditional face paint gather in lines to dance and sing, 
vying for the attentions of marriageable young women. 

The highlight is the Yaake dance which lasts hours under 
the hot desert sun - a show of stamina, fuelled by a 
strong fermented bark concoction with an alleged 
hallucinogenic effect which is drunk by the participants. 
This is the main event and the men take time to preen 
themselves. Elaborate make-up, painted faces, darkened 
lips to emphasise their white teeth, eye shadow, plaited 
hair, bird plumed headgear to emphasise height, beads 
to show wealth. A jury of 3 women then choose the most 
attractive male who they take as their lover. 

Day 2-6: The Gerewol Festival
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On the morning of your 7th day you will depart the 
Wodaabe and begin your journey back through the 
Sahel to N’Djamena. After arriving back at the Hilton 
Hotel take what’s left of the day to enjoy a well earned 
shower and relax. 

The next morning after breakfast make the short trip to 
N’Djamena airport for your return flight home.

Day 7-8: N’Djamena & Departure 
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Chad we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport 
throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the 
available options with you and make a decision on the 
best course of action to ensure a thrilling trip to this 
amazing country. 
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