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Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring Sudan with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Trip Overview 

While the pyramids of Egypt may be the most famous in 
the world, they’re not the only pyramids in Northern 
Africa. Sudan happens to be home to its own set of 
incredibly impressive, ancient structures: the Meroe 
pyramids. 

Among Sudan's sweeping hills of sand lie treasures the 
rest of the world are only just beginning to discover. This 
9 day adventure offers you the chance to explore these 
hidden gems while sleeping in the best possible hotels 
and tented camps. On this trip we visit the key sites of 
the incredible ancient civilisation of Sudan, spending 
time at the ancient monuments and pyramids around 
Jebel Barkal, visiting the stunning Royal Necropolis at 
Meroe and the impressive site of Naga. 

We cross foreboding desert landscapes, visit perfectly 
preserved ancient ruins and meet local Sudanese, who 
all agree are among the friendliest and most hospitable 
people on Earth.
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Built where the Blue and White Niles meet, Khartoum 
defies expectations. It's a boisterous, modern, flashy city 
with an ever-increasing number of glass tower blocks 
altering its skyline.  

On your first full day in the city visit the fantastic 
Archeological Museum that houses two beautiful 
temples rescued by UNESCO and moved from the Lake 
Nasser area, when it was flooded by water. Cross the 
confluence between the Blue and White Nile near the 
Presidential Palace and enter Omdurman, the old capital 
of Sudan. Visit the Mahdi’s Tomb and the small museum 
dedicated to him set in the Khalifa’s House.  

You will also have the opportunity to visit the colourful 
Omdurman Souq. This famous market, the largest in the 
country, is abuzz with noise, activity and colour, and a 
couple of hours' exploration is bound to turn up all 
manner of surprises. 

Day 1-2: Khartoum
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Corinthia Hotel Khartoum is the top accommodation in 
the city with state-of-the-art facilities and unrivalled 
service. This 5 star hotel is situated on Nile Road; 
surrounded by extensive gardens, Nile Banks and is 
opposite Tutti Island offering stunning views of the Nile. 
The airport is just ten minutes' drive, and the National 
Museum of Sudan is within walking distance. 

The rooms are comfortable with all the amenities one 
would expect from a 5 star hotel. The Nile view rooms 
offer exceptional vistas of the Blue Nile.  

Corinthia Hotel Khartoum 
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Day 3: The Necropolis of Naga

After breakfast, begin your journey into the desert of 
Sudan. Head north and after about 50km you will reach 
an area full of huge round granite boulders. These are 
the last offshoots of the rocky formations of the 6th 
Cataract. Leave the road and drive on desert tracks for 
about 30km until you reach the Naga archeological site. 

Naga consists of a large and well-preserved temple of 
Amun dating from the 1st century CE. Notable features 
include a hypostyle hall with splendid columns and 
hieroglyphics and a row of statues representing rams. 
Very close by is the Lion Temple. Dating from the same 
period, this temple is dedicated to the lion-headed god 
Apedemak and has wonderful exterior carvings depicting 
the temples creators, King Natakamani and Queen 
Amanitore. A few meters away there is a small odd 
construction with arches and columns, named ‘kiosk’ in 
which we can see Roman, Greek and Egyptian styles all 
at the same time. 

Enjoy a picnic surrounded by the ruins before driving on 
towards your Meroe Camp where you will spend the 
night.
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The camp is located in Bagarwyia, about 230km north of 
Khartoum, overlooking the amazing Royal Necropolis. 
The camp is made up of 22 twin bedded tents all with 
shaded verandas and comfortable chairs, great for 
reading or simply relaxing and drinking in the stunning 
views of the desert and the pyramids.

Meroe Camp
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Spend the morning exploring the pyramids. These 
ancient structures make up the Royal Necropolis of 
Meroe. Seemingly lost under the folds of giant sand 
dunes, this ancient royal cemetery, with its clusters of 
narrow pyramids blanketing the sand-swept hills, is one 
of the most spectacular sights in eastern Africa. The 
pyramids range from 6 to 30 metres high and were built 
in the Nubian style, which is characterised by narrow 
bases and steep slopes. Like their cousins in ancient 
Egypt, the Meroe pyramids served as tombs for kings 
and queens. 

Return to the camp for lunch before travelling further up 
the Nile to visit the ruins of the Royal city. This was once 
the seat of power for the rulers of the Kingdom of Kush. 
They ruled a kingdom that stretched from the 
Mediterranean right into the heart of central Africa. Most 
of the area where the city is located, formed by many 
small hills covered by red clay fragments, has still to be 
excavated by the archaeologists.   

Return to Meroe Camp for dinner and overnight stay.

Day 4: The Pyramids of Meroe

!9



There are more pyramids in one small 
section of the northern Sudanese desert 

than there are in the whole of Egypt.



This morning, after breakfast, you will begin a 4:30 hour 
drive through the desert from your tented camp in 
Mereo to Karima, where you will stay in a Nubian Rest 
House for the next 3 nights. 

Karima is a small town located on the West Bank of the 
Nile which sits at the base of the holy mountain “Jebel 
Barkal” that was once know as Napata, the capital of the 
Kingdom of Kush. The ancient city of Napata dates back 
to 1075 b.c. and many important archaeological sites are 
now scattered through the area. 

Visit Jebel Barkal, the Nubian mount Olympus and their 
religious heart. At the base of this stunning red 
sandstone mountain lies a large temple dedicated to the 
Pharaohs of the new region and their patron, Amon. 
Besides the temple ruins are several impressive ram 
sculptures as well as intricate carvings on the mountain 
wall.  

Visit the royal necropolis of the ancient city of Napata, 
which is also home to a number of impressive pyramid 
structures. 

Day 5-6: Karima 
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The Nubian Rest House is a charming boutique hotel 
with 22 A/C twin rooms, a delicious restaurant and a 
pleasant veranda where you can relax and enjoy the 
wonders of the Nubian night sky. The rest house is 
tastefully decorated throughout with well trained staff 
providing excellent service.

Nubian Rest House 
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Take the morning to visit the market in the town of 
Karima. Speak and interact with the locals and 
experience for yourself why the sudanese are considered 
among some of the friendliest and most hospitable 
people on Earth.    

Then travel back through the desert to meet up with the 
Nile river just in front of the city of Dongola. Continue on 
toward Kerma to visit the majestic “Deffuffa”and the 
Museum. In the afternoon drive a short distance to the 
granite quarries and the remains of a statue of the King 
Taharqa, which was left abandoned in the desert 3000 
years ago. Return to Karima for your last nights stay at 
the Nubian Rest House.

Day 7: Kerma 

!14



Day 8-9: Khartoum & Departure 

After breakfast, spend most of the day driving back 
down through the desert to Khartoum. Relax back at the 
Corinthia Hotel in the evening before bedding down for 
your last night in Sudan.  

The next morning you will head to Khartoum’s 
international airport in order to catch your return flight 
home.   
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Sudan we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport 
throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the 
available options with you and make a decision on the 
best course of action to ensure a thrilling trip to this 
amazing country. 
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