
Chad 
The Soul of the Sahara 

December 9th - December 20th  
December 29th - January 8th  



Welcome to Joro, and congratulations on taking the first 
step towards exploring Chad with us. 

We take great pride in our experiences and there’s a 
unique adventure to be found in every trip that we plan. 
Whether you’re immersing yourself in another culture or 
pushing yourself to the limit on an expedition, every 
journey with Joro is designed around you and your 
passions. 

Travelling with Joro grants you access, not just to places, 
but also to the people who make the world remarkable. 
We work with a network of talented individuals – from 
seasoned explorers to imaginative craftspeople – who 
will help you travel deeper, introducing you to new 
communities and habitats on the ground. 

We look forward to working with you to create a truly 
spectacular experience. 

All the best, 
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Chad

Chad is a country for the intrepid traveller, with few roads 
and limited tourism infrastructure. Its appeal lies in the 
fact that it is virtually unexplored, with rugged wild 
landscape of deserts and mountains. 

This is not the trip for anyone who must have home 
comforts and luxuries at all times. Most of the journey 
will be spent in the heart of the desert, far from obvious 
signs of habitation. 

The only inhabitants of the vast desert are the ferocious, 
and resolute Tubu people. They come from Tibesti 
mountains are just 8,000 remaining. The Tubu follow a 
way of life that has remained  untouched for thousands 
of years.
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11-Day Itinerary 
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Day Location
1 N’Djamena

2 Tibesti Mountains

3 Emi Koussi

4 Borkou Region

5 Ennedi Massif

6 Ounianga Lakes

7 Guelta d’Archei & Guelta Maya

8 Niola Doa & Koboué abyss.

9 Arches of Ennedi

10 Bichagara Desert 

11 N’Djamena



DAY 1

Take a commercial flight into the capital city, 
N’Djamena. 

Although devoid of many traditional sights, N'Djamena is 
home to a large and sprawling central market which is  
interesting to explore, and also contains the National 
Museum with a collection of prehistoric artefacts. 

The day spent in N’Djamena is necessary in order to 
complete the lengthy registration process required to 
enter Chad but this will be managed by your guide, 
allowing you to relax and prepare for your upcoming 
safari. 
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N’DJAMENA 

TIBESTI MOUNTAINS



Fly north to your mobile camp near Gouro - eastern 
Tibesti Mountains.

The massive deserts in the north of Chad are broken up 
by the breathtaking Tibesti mountain range, that  
sometimes appear to float from mirages.  

A volcanic massif with the country’s highest peak of Emi 
Koussi standing at 3,415 metres, the Tibesti Mountains 
are the most prominent feature of the Sahara desert, 
sprawling 480km across the border into Libya. 

Gaze upon the Guassin ridge line on the summit of the 
Tibesti Mountains and the Tarso Toon Volcanic field. 

DAY 2
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“I enjoyed getting back to the clean harshness of the desert, the 
simplicity of desert life, the comradeship of desert peoples, to 
camels, the vast openness of the sands and the freedom of the 

mountains.” 
Sir Wilfred Thesiger



DAY 3

See the heights of Emi Koussi, followed by visits to 
the rock art sites. 

Summited in 1938 by Wilfred Thesiger, Emi Koussi is a 
shield volcano that lies at the south east end of the 
Tibesti Mountains.  

Not only is it the highest point of these mountains, its 
crater is an impressive 12 miles wide and 4,000 feet 
deep. It has no historical records of erupting, but there is 
an active thermal area on the southern flank of the 
volcano.  

At this stage there is also an opportunity to visit the rock 
art sites. The paintings and engravings of wildlife and 
hunting scenes - some as old as 8,000 years, show a time 
of  greener pastures. 
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The desert camp settles travellers in the heart of these 
untouched corners of Africa.  

Understandably, these hard-to-get-to regions are without 
any permanent facilities. Water is a precious commodity 
in the Sahara therefore showering and laundry are 
rationed. 

Yet these challenging conditions in this often harsh 
environment is all a part of experiencing the reality of the 
desert. See a region of Africa untouched by tourism or 
the encroaching outside world. 

Travelling in such an underdeveloped destination, far 
from any typical tourist trail requires both patience and a 
sense of humour. But the campsite nestles you right 
under the incredible mountains and rock features and 
offers the chance to see great swathes of starry night 
unmarred by pollution.   

Desert Camp
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TIBESTI MOUNTAINS 

BORKOU REGION



DAY 4 

Fly on through the desert east to the Borkou region.  

Lying at just 200m above sea level, the region of Borkou 
is an extension of the Chad depression forming the 
middle ground between the Sahara and the fertile lands 
of central Sudan. 

It lies between the other two desert regions being 
bounded east by the Ennedi and north by the 
Tibesti mountains. 

During your flight through, touch down to see the 
Aorounga Impact Crater, formed about 340 million years 
ago by the impact of a meteorite. 
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BORKOU  

ENNEDI



DAY 5

Fly on to the Ennedi Massif in north-east Chad. 

This ancient eroded sandstone plateau rises to 1,450 
meters, from the deserts of the Sahara that surround it 
on all sides. It was declared a UNESCO world heritage 
site in 2016 due to its spectacular prehistoric rock 
paintings. 

Much wildlife is to be found here include gazelles, 
baboons and patas monkeys, as well as porcupines and 
honey badgers, and in remote parts leopard and cheetah 
make their homes.  

The last lion was shot here in the 1940s; supposedly this 
was the last lion in the whole of the Sahara; but local 
legend has it that an unknown species, the Ennedi tiger; 
still survives, although no conclusive evidence has been 
found.  
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DAY 6

See the glory of the so-called “Jewel of the Sahara”. 

Islands in a sea of sand, 18 interconnected lakes in the 
Ounianga region to the west of the Tibesti Mountains in 
the heart of the Sahara Desert, are relics of a single, 
much larger lake occupying the basin some 10,000 years 
ago.

The lakes are found in two groups located 40km apart. 
The Ounianga Kébir (the great Ounianga) group has  
four lakes, the largest of which is Lake Yoan and is the 
only saline one. The Ounianga Sérir (the little Ounianga)  
group has fourteen lakes, the two groups are separated 
by sand dunes.
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“This view of the world, from this country where there aren’t 
film-makers, is very important… I make films in solidarity, and 

because I feel a responsibility to not leave this country invisible” 

– Mahamat Saleh Haroun, Chadian Film Director 



DAY 7 

Visit the remarkable Guelta d’Archei and Guelta Maya  

From the Ounianga Lakes, journey on to another 
fascinating water feature. With aquifers and high rainfall, 
natural water pools sustain abundant flora and fauna as 
well as human life, the Guelta d’Archei is the largest of 
these water pools and is where desert nomads water 
their camels. It is also home to one of last populations of 
Saharan crocodile. 

The Guelta Maya is 40m wide, fed from aquifers believed 
to be over 4000 years old, with these fresh waters, life 
here thrives: palms and green shrubs grow around the 
water edge, and the oasis attracts a unique diversity of 
life including hawks, rock-hyrax, jackal and hyena.

Set deep, with a rocky overhang at the top of the canyon 
that limits evaporation, Guelta Maya has never yet dried 
up.
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The Guelta d'Archei is home to one of the last surviving 
populations of Saharan crocodiles, which live in a small 
waterhole; the only permanent source of water in the 
massif.  

Reduced to around 8 or 10, now no young crocodiles 
have been seen for many years, leading to speculation 
that the population is entirely male or female and thus 
doomed to extinction in the near future. 

The Saharan Crocodile



“If you always walk down the same path, you’ll 
go where you’ve already been.” 

 Chadian Proverb



DAY 8

Visit the rock art sites at Niola Doa and the amazing 
Koboué abyss.

Meaning ‘the place of the girls’, Niola Doa is North East 
of Fada (the only town in the Ennedi Region) with a  
wealth of rock art, some believed to be 8,000 years old.

The magnificent larger than life engravings of women 
found at the Niolo Doa rock shelters, together with 
thousands of painted images found in the mountainous 
Ennedi Plateau, make up one of the biggest collections 
of rock art in the Sahara.
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DAY 9

Continue to explore this awe-inspiring corner of Chad.  

Explore by helicopter the southern part of Ennedi Massif, 
home to unique geological features and ancient lakes, 
remnants of the region’s wet period, which ended 4000 
years ago. 

The Plateau has been sculpted over time by water and 
wind into a spectacular plateau with canyons and valleys, 
and hundreds of natural arches, spires, pillars and 
columns. 

Get right up next to the Aloba Arch, the second highest  
natural archway in the world. With an approximate height 
of 120 meters tall and 75m wide, Aloba is surpassed in 
size only by Shipton’s Arch in China.
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DAY 10

Explore the spectacular deserts of Bichagara.

Cliffs, caves, pillars and arches - a  range of amazing 
isolated rock formations interspersed with golden sand 
dunes. 

The desert continues to offer yet more astonishing sites 
and the rock formations, crafted solely by the hand of 
nature, are a wonder to behold.  
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“The population of Chad presents a tapestry composed of 
different languages, peoples, and religions that is remarkable 

even amid the variety of Africa. The degree of variety 
encountered in Chad underscores the significance of the region 

as a crossroads of linguistic, social, and cultural interchange.”



The Land of the Tubu

The Tubu people make up the bulk of the population in 
Chad's northern desert regions, and are something of a 
Saharan legend.  

Reputedly the toughest desert dwellers of all, there are 
numerous stories of their prowess in eking a living out of 
such an unforgiving place. They are one of Africa's most 
traditional, and least known, people. 

With a long history as desert warriors dominating the 
caravan routes across the Sahara, the Tubu are semi-
nomadic pastoralists, herding livestock and mining salt.  

The tribe bring huge herds of camels to drink at the 
Guelta d’Archei, the only waterhole for miles around. 
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BICHAGARA 

N’DJAMENA



Day 11

Fly to Faya-Largeau, meet your private Cessna 
Caravan, and return to N’Djamena. 

Bring your desert helicopter safari to and end and return 
to Chad’s capital city. 

Spend another day in N’Djamena to relax and recover, 
before making your flight home  
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Next Steps…

The nature of operating journeys at the frontier of travel 
means that the situation on the ground changes daily. 

If you are interested in discussing a potential journey to 
Chad we would highly recommend that you get in touch 
with us at the earliest opportunity so that we can ensure 
availability of both accommodation and transport 
throughout.  

If the situation has changed we will discuss all the 
available options with you and make a decision on the 
best course of action to ensure a thrilling trip to this 
amazing country. 
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